Join CISPES to support free and fair elections in El Salvador on the 

“Defend the Transformation” elections observation delegation March 3-17, 2012
The municipal and legislative elections scheduled for March 11, 2012, will mark the first time the people of El Salvador return to the polls since the historic presidential elections of 2009 when they voted to end centuries of right-wing rule. 
The Committee In Solidarity with the People of El Salvador (CISPES) has a long solidarity relationship with the Salvadoran people. One way CISPES continues to support REAL democracy in El Salvador, and oppose US economic, military, and political intervention, is by bringing international observers delegations to El Salvador. You too can support free and fair elections and learn about the current situation in El Salvador by joining the CISPES delegation. 
As international observers, we will help to ensure that the elections are carried out in a peaceful climate for people to vote. We will work to guarantee that dirty tricks used by the right wing in previous elections don’t happen again. And we will denounce any political violence and fraud that might occur during the election.
The specific objectives for this delegation are to:

· Stand with CISPES allies in the FMLN and social movement to defend the Salvadoran people's right to free and fair elections in the first election where the Salvadoran right-wing is the opposition.

· Develop an understanding of the economic, social and political context of the elections, including participating in the transformative social programs that demonstrate the alternative model of governance represented by the FMLN/Funes Administration. 

· Provide ongoing news and analysis on the electoral process to US and Salvadoran media throughout the elections period - through interviews, articles and writing a post-elections report as a delegation – to expose and denounce attempts by the US and the Salvadoran right to manipulate the electoral process.

· Share our experiences as election observers and the perspectives of our Salvadoran allies with our communities by organizing post-delegation media work and community presentations with CISPES chapters.
The cost of the delegation is $750 which covers in-country costs (meals, housing and local transportation, etc) and an administrative fee of $150, plus your travel costs to El Salvador which is normally between $500 and $800. Participants are also asked to raise between $300 and $500 for material aid to directly support grassroots organizing in El Salvador.  Fundraising support is available! (Join your local committee for ideas, or contact the CISPES National Office).
To apply:

· Call your local CISPES office, download the application at www.cispes.org or contact delegation coordinator Lisa   (202) 521-2510 ext 204, or by email lisa@cispes.org.
· Complete the application as soon as possible and mail or email it to the CISPES National Office (See application for addresses). The application deadline is January 10, 2012.  We encourage you to get your application in as soon as possible.  Don't wait until the last minute! 

· Be sure you have a valid passport.

· Begin fundraising (your local CISPES chapter/the National Office can provide advice and support).
Once we have received your application, we will contact you to set up an interview. Following your acceptance into the delegation, the Administrative Fee of $150 is required to guarantee your spot on the delegation. We will also send you a waiver form and an orientation packet, which includes an analysis of the organizing conditions in El Salvador, security guidelines, travel preparation tips, and other important information.  
We hope that you can join us in March 2012 in El Salvador to see the organizing and to learn first-hand about the resistance and struggle for an alternative in El Salvador, the importance of El Salvador’s struggle to all of Latin America, and learn how you can participate in the international campaign to stop U.S. intervention in El Salvador!  Thanks again for your interest in this CISPES delegation.  We look forward to hearing from you.

