** SAMPLE FUNDRAISING LETTER **

Dear Friends and Family,

I am writing to you to let you know about an exciting opportunity I have to support important human rights and cross border organizing work of the Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador by… riding my bicycle!  

This Memorial Day weekend I am going to participate in a three-day, 160 mile “Solidarity Cyclers” ride around Washington D.C., northern Virginia, and rural Maryland.  [this is a good place to talk about why you love cycling, what a challenge this is going to be for you, or how excited you are to ride with 20 other people who love cycling for a good cause…]

I am doing this ride to help raise money for CISPES’s El Salvador solidarity work.  What does that mean?  CISPES has been working in the U.S. for over 27 years to educate and organize people to stop U.S.-sponsored war and intervention in Central America and to build deep solidarity relationships with Salvadoran people.  CISPES supports the groups in El Salvador that are building democracy, struggling for women’s rights, and working to reverse the trend of increased police and state violence.  And by focusing on grassroots organizing in the U.S., CISPES is working to build the movement in the U.S. of people opposed to corporate globalization and in favor of fair trade and real cross-border, people-to-people international connections.

Some examples of work CISPES has done in the last few years:
· Challenged US intervention in Central America, most recently the Bush Administration’s increased military aid and police training program (called the International Law Enforcement Academy or ILEA) in El Salvador;
· Brought grassroots leaders to tour the US and discuss the consequences of “globalization” and the local alternatives that are being built in Latin America;
· Raised awareness about the effects of “free” trade and pressured the US Congress to reject the US-Central America Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA);

· Responded to natural disasters like hurricanes and floods by supporting poor communities financially, but more importantly, by demanding structural change that will mitigate the effects of such disasters;
· Monitored presidential, legislative, and municipal elections in El Salvador, supporting the movement for real democracy and against manipulation of the nascent electoral system;
· Supported the creation of a women’s leadership training program designed and run by progressive Salvadoran women’s organizations (see www.cispes.org for more info).
This year is huge in El Salvador, with the biggest round of elections since the 1992 peace accords coming up in January of next year, elections that could bring to power a progressive, democratic, leftist government (the FMLN party) and push out one of the Bush administrations’ closest, most recalcitrant right wing allies in all of Latin America.  CISPES will be taking delegations and leading a campaign aimed at stopping the U.S. government from intervening in the elections and blackmailing the Salvadoran population like they have in past years.  
So I hope you’ll join me in supporting this important work!  I’m asking for sponsorship at any level – you can pledge 10 cents a mile ($16), 25 cents ($40), or even one dollar a mile ($160!) or any amount you can.  Your donation can be tax deductible, and it will help make this ride a huge success.  My goal is to raise $800.
To make a pledge, please write or call me to let me know the amount you’re pledging.  Then, you can donate online https://chavez.mayfirst.org/cispes/ (please just write “bike ride” and my name in the comments line) or you can write a check to CISPES (write “CISPES Education Fund” if you want it to be tax deductible) and send it to me [insert your address here].
Thank you so much for supporting me in taking part in this great opportunity to combine my enthusiasm for cycling and social justice.  I promise lots of great pictures and stories after the ride.  If you are in the D.C. area, also mark the evening of Monday, May 28 on your calendar and plan on meeting us at the end of the ride for a victory party.

In solidarity,

[your name]
