CISPES - Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador

October, 2008
Dear Friend:

Thank you for your interest in our elections monitoring delegation to El Salvador!  The delegation is scheduled for March 9-19, 2009 and we will have the opportunity to accompany and learn from El Salvador’s union and social movement for an intense nine days of cross border exchange.
The year has been a tense one in El Salvador, with political violence on the rise. For the social movement, hopes are high for a triumphant victory by the progressive FMLN party, and indeed its candidate for the presidency Mauricio Funes is ahead in the polls.  Still, there are expectations of continued violence, dirty tactics, and a fear campaign by the right-wing ARENA party.  As you might guess, U.S. intervention always increases around election time, and 2009 is especially important as all three branches of the government are up for election.  

CISPES continues to confront U.S. intervention head on, following a successful fact-finding delegation in June 2008 by denouncing the recent spate of human rights abuses that has set the stage for a conflictive election cycle.  And that’s where you come in!  March 2009 will be the culmination of this struggle as the opposition FMLN party has its best chance even to win the presidency.  Our elections monitoring delegation will witness firsthand the social movement inspiration behind the 2009 electoral process, while exploring the economic, political, and social challenges that El Salvador is confronting on its path to electing a new, hopeful political project to power. 
Although there are several political parties active in El Salvador, in reality there are only two economic models competing for power: the model of corporate globalization and Free Trade, represented by the ruling ARENA party, and the alternative model of social and economic justice represented by FMLN. Despite denouncements by observers in past elections, the right-wing party has persistently committed fraud by buying votes, intimidating civilians, and threatening opposition candidates. In the 2004 elections, they tried to stop international observers from attending the elections and have recently been making statements about limiting the amount of international observers allowed to be present at these upcoming elections. In addition, ARENA has passed constitutional reforms and other laws related to the electoral process that not only make it easier for the right wing to concentrate its power and commit fraud, but also violate the 1992 Peace Accords. 

International solidarity is vital during this time of economic crisis, repression, as well as US military and political intervention. We, as observers, will have the opportunity to accompany Salvadorans during elections that have the potential to drastically shift the political direction of the government and reverse decisions and policies that have been made despite the widespread disapproval of the Salvadoran people. CISPES delegates have participated in every election since the signing of the Peace Accords in 1992 as accredited international observers, and we will be there again this year to accompany the Salvadoran people as the FMLN prepares to triumph in the elections! 
CISPES is the perfect organization to lead such a delegation, with our long history (28 years, in fact!) of supporting REAL democracy and human rights in El Salvador and of deep solidarity relationships with the Salvadoran social movement. Join us next March in El Salvador to observe the elections, and learn first-hand about the resistance and struggle for an alternative in El Salvador and throughout Latin America!
The itinerary is currently being developed.  The main goals are to:

1. Bear witness to the triumph of democracy in El Salvador as the culmination of our work to defend free and fair elections in El Salvador
2. Meet with social movement groups and learn about their perspective about why these elections are so important
3. Train ourselves in Salvadoran electoral law and the role of observers in order to effectively observe the 2009 presidential elections
4. Prepare people to mobilize in the US through CISPES chapters and the emergency response network to challenge fraud or defend victory (through media, reports, action alerts, etc.)

In addition, you will:

· Learn about how the free trade model and corporate globalization have already increased poverty for the majority while making a few rich in El Salvador

· See examples of alternative models of local development – either visiting cooperatives or FMLN governed municipalities – that put people, not profits, at the center

· Meet with representatives from the women’s movement

· Meet with student organizations that are actively and creatively organizing young salvadoreñ@s

· Meet with union organizers and discuss building cross-border resistance to neoliberalism

· Have fun!

The approximate cost of the delegation:

Airfare ($500 - $800), $150 Administrative Fee, $650 to cover in-country costs (meals, housing, translation, local transportation, etc), and material aid to directly support grassroots organizing ($300 - $500).  Fundraising support is available! (Join your local committee or see attached guide for ideas, and definitely feel free to call the CISPES National Office).
TO APPLY:

· Contact CISPES immediately: Call your local CISPES office or the National Office at (202) 521-2510, or email the delegation coordinator at elizabeth@cispes.org 
· Complete the application as soon as possible and mail or email it to the CISPES National Office (See application for addresses). The application deadline is January 17,  2008.  We encourage you to get your application in as soon as possible.  Don't wait until the last minute! 

· Upon acceptance into the delegation, secure your spot by sending in your $150 Administrative Fee to the CISPES National Office.
· Be sure you have a valid passport.

· Make travel arrangements (plan to arrive in El Salvador on March 8 and leave on March 20).

· Begin fundraising (your local CISPES chapter/the National Office can provide advice and support).
Once we have received your application, we will contact you to set up an interview in November or December to set up an interview. Following your acceptance into the delegation, an Administrative Fee of $150 is required to guarantee your spot on the delegation.  Space is limited. Upon acceptance, we will also send you a waiver form and an orientation packet, which includes an analysis of the organizing conditions in El Salvador, security guidelines, travel preparation tips, and other important information.  

We hope that you can join us in March 2009 in El Salvador to see the organizing and to learn first-hand about the resistance and struggle for an alternative in El Salvador, the importance of El Salvador’s struggle to all of Latin America, and learn how you can participate in the international campaign to stop U.S. intervention in El Salvador!  Thanks again for your interest in this CISPES delegation.  We look forward to hearing from you.

In Solidarity,

Elizabeth Velasquez and Burke Stansbury 
Delegation Coordinators
