CISPES - Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador

February, 2007

Dear Potential CISPES Delegate:

Thank you for your interest in our solidarity delegation to El Salvador!  The delegation is scheduled for April 26th-May 7th, 2007, and we will have the opportunity to accompany and learn from El Salvador’s union and social movement for an intense nine days of cross border exchange.

Before getting into the details of the delegation plans, first some background about why we’re going.  El Salvador has historically been a critical place of struggle for self-determination in Latin America, and not coincidentally it has also been the site of permanent U.S. intervention through everything from military aid to CAFTA to U.S. military and FBI bases.  CISPES was part of building a national solidarity-based coalition that worked with our allies in El Salvador to stop the passage of CAFTA (the Central America Free Trade Agreement), and although we all came remarkably close to stopping it, CAFTA nonetheless passed and went into effect in El Salvador on March 1 last year.  As a delegation, we will be in El Salvador as CAFTA enters into its second year of effect, and as the right wing government moves forward to ensure maximum corporate profits by privatizing remaining public services.  This year, one of the major battles in El Salvador will be over water, and whether it will remain a public good or become another commodity accessible only to those who can pay.


As the U.S. government continues to pursue its rampant intervention in El Salvador, it is critical for U.S. citizens and international delegates to bare witness to U.S. policies on the ground. Last year, with the excuse of combating “global terrorism,” the U.S. pushed to open the International Law Enforcement Academy (called the ILEA) in El Salvador. Many Salvadorans have denounced the proposal, particularly because of the current increase in political repression from the police against people who voice any opposition to the right-wing government.  During the civil war in El Salvador during the eighties, the U.S. gave military support and training to the Salvadoran government which resulted in over 70,000 deaths, largely civilians. Many of those responsible for the most heinous crimes during the war were trained by the U.S. military at the School of the Americas, so today many Salvadorans are suspicious of a secretive U.S. training academy for Latin American police officials and have dubbed the ILEA a “Police School of the Americas.”

People in El Salvador also see the ILEA arriving at the same time as the U.S. is rapidly losing other right-wing ally governments in Latin America, making it likely that the U.S. government will go to extremes to maintain the ultra-right wing government in power in El Salvador.  With serious problems with CAFTA and increasing poverty, people are mobilizing against the government’s policies – and in favor of a left, alternative model that would challenge U.S. control over El Salvador.  It is in that context of a leftward shift throughout the hemisphere that the U.S. has been backing repressive legislation – including the so-called “anti-terrorism law” and working more closely with the police force that is increasing its role in suppressing movement organizing – in the same way as the military and paramilitaries did during the war.  


Nonetheless, the social movement is organizing to close the ILEA and to roll-back the repressive legislation that the government has recently passed, laws that move toward equating protest with terrorism.  Just this January, hundreds of young people organized their own march through the streets of San Salvador demanding the repeal of repressive legislation.  The water workers’ union and other community groups have continued to use the same protest tactics as always, including shutting down national roadways and the streets around the National Assembly, to demand that the government not privatize water.  One of the main demands of workers this year – and especially at the Workers’ Day March on May first – is that the government respect the right to organize.  


This delegation is planned around that major mobilization because it is a critical time to be present as international solidarity activists, both to demonstrate our solidarity and to learn important lessons in organizing strategy that we can bring back to our local communities.  During the delegation we will meet with historic movement leaders who have been organizing since war, and we will also meet with youth organizers who come from a new generation of Salvadoran activists, with new perspectives and visions for radical change in their country.  Many of our allies in the social movement, union movement, and the FMLN (Farabundo Martin National Liberation Party) have called on us to be present around May Day to accompany them in the march and to help break through the media curtain that portrays the U.S. just as the U.S. government, not as a nation filled with people who are working to change the direction of U.S. foreign policy.
Join us this April and May in El Salvador to see the organizing and to learn first-hand about the resistance and struggle for an alternative in El Salvador, the importance of El Salvador’s struggle to all of Latin America, and how you can participate in the international campaign to stop privatization and the imposition of the ILEA!
The itinerary is currently being developed.  At a minimum, you will:

· Accompany the Salvadoran social and labor movement in their struggle against privatization

· Help build the campaign against the imposition of the ILEA and the implementation of CAFTA

· Learn about how the free trade model and corporate globalization have already increased poverty for the majority while making a few rich in El Salvador

· Meet with FMLN (Left opposition party) members and visit FMLN-governed municipalities 

· See examples of alternative models of local development – either visiting cooperatives or FMLN governed municipalities – that put people, not profits, at the center

· Meet with representatives from the women’s movement

· Meet with student organizations that are actively and creatively organizing young salvadoreñ@s

· Meet with union organizers and discuss building cross-border resistance to neoliberalism

· Have fun!
The approximate cost of the delegation:

Airfare ($400 - $700), $150 Administrative Fee, $550 to cover in-country costs (meals, housing, translation, local transportation, etc), and material aid to directly support grassroots organizing ($300 - $500).  Fundraising support is available! (Join your local committee or see attached guide for ideas, and definitely feel free to call the CISPES National Office)

TO APPLY:

· Contact CISPES immediately: Call your local CISPES office or the National Office at (212) 465-8115, or email the delegation coordinators at jacoby@cispes.org or krista@cispes.org 

· Complete the application as soon as possible and mail or email it to the CISPES National Office (See application for addresses). The application deadline is March 12, 2007.  We encourage you to get your application in as soon as possible.  Don't wait until the last minute! 

· Upon acceptance into the delegation, secure your spot by sending in your $150 Administrative Fee to the CISPES National Office.
· Be sure you have a valid passport.

· Make travel arrangements (plan to arrive in El Salvador on April 27 and leave on May 6).

· Begin fundraising (your local CISPES chapter/the National Office can provide advice and support).
We will begin processing applications in December, and will contact you to set up an interview. Following your acceptance into the delegation, an Administrative Fee of $150 is required to guarantee your spot on the delegation.  Space is limited. Upon acceptance, we will also send you a waiver form and an orientation packet, which includes an analysis of the organizing conditions in El Salvador, information about the elections process and a description of the political parties, security guidelines, travel preparation tips, and other important information.  

Thanks again for your interest in CISPES delegations and for your commitment to social and economic justice in El Salvador!  We look forward to hearing from you.
In Solidarity,

Jacoby Ballard and Krista Lee Hanson

Delegation Coordinators
