CISPES - Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador

April, 2008
Dear Friend:

Thank you for your interest in our fact-finding delegation to El Salvador!  The delegation is scheduled for June 20th-29th, 2008, and we will have the opportunity to accompany and learn from El Salvador’s union and social movement for an intense nine days of cross border exchange.

Before getting into the details of the delegation plans, first some background about why we’re going.  The year has been a tense one in El Salvador, from the attacks on anti-privatization protesters in the town of Suchitoto, to charges against opposition activists under a new US-endorsed “anti-terrorism” law, to the launching of the all important 2009 elections campaign.  For the social movement, hopes are high for victory by the progressive FMLN party, but so are expectation of violence, dirty tactics, and a fear campaign by the ARENA party.  As you might guess, U.S. intervention always increases around election time, and  2009 is especially important  as all three branches of the government are up for election.  

CISPES intends to confront U.S. intervention head on with this fact-finding delegation, while also delving into the recent spate of human rights abuses that has set the stage for a conflictive election cycle.  And that’s where you come in! Our allies in El Salvador see this summer as a crucial time to continuing investigating the human rights situation, and to begin documenting and challenging U.S. intervention. This fact-finding delegation will witness first hand the social movement inspiration behind the 2009 electoral process, while exploring the economic, political, and social challenges that El Salvador is confronting,
And of course, CISPES is the perfect organization to lead such a delegation, with our long history (28 years, in fact!) of supporting REAL democracy and human rights in El Salvador and of deep solidarity relationships with the Salvadoran social movement.
The itinerary is currently being developed.  The main goals are to:

1. 
Meet with and show solidarity to our allies as they fight water privatization, the effects of CAFTA, and government repression, and support them in their work towards change in the upcoming elections.

2. 
Meet with human right offices and other institutions that have worked to denounce political violence and repression.

3. 
Produce a report about human rights abuses, government repression, and potential irregularities leading up to the 2009 elections

4. 
Generate media both in the US and El Salvador

5. 
Build alliances and project CISPES in the broader U.S. movement 

In addition, you will:

· Learn about how the free trade model and corporate globalization have already increased poverty for the majority while making a few rich in El Salvador

· See examples of alternative models of local development – either visiting cooperatives or FMLN governed municipalities – that put people, not profits, at the center

· Meet with representatives from the women’s movement

· Meet with student organizations that are actively and creatively organizing young salvadoreñ@s

· Meet with union organizers and discuss building cross-border resistance to neoliberalism

· Have fun!

The approximate cost of the delegation:

Airfare ($400 - $700), $150 Administrative Fee, $550 to cover in-country costs (meals, housing, translation, local transportation, etc), and material aid to directly support grassroots organizing ($300 - $500).  Fundraising support is available! (Join your local committee or see attached guide for ideas, and definitely feel free to call the CISPES National Office)

TO APPLY:

· Contact CISPES immediately: Call your local CISPES office or the National Office at (202) 521-2510, or email the delegation coordinator at elizabeth@cispes.org 
· Complete the application as soon as possible and mail or email it to the CISPES National Office (See application for addresses). The application deadline is April 28th, 2008.  We encourage you to get your application in as soon as possible.  Don't wait until the last minute! 

· Upon acceptance into the delegation, secure your spot by sending in your $150 Administrative Fee to the CISPES National Office.
· Be sure you have a valid passport.

· Make travel arrangements (plan to arrive in El Salvador on June 19th and leave on June 30th).

· Begin fundraising (your local CISPES chapter/the National Office can provide advice and support).
Once we have received your application, we will contact you to set up an interview in April or early May. Following your acceptance into the delegation, an Administrative Fee of $150 is required to guarantee your spot on the delegation.  Space is limited. Upon acceptance, we will also send you a waiver form and an orientation packet, which includes an analysis of the organizing conditions in El Salvador, security guidelines, travel preparation tips, and other important information.  

We hope that you can join us this June in El Salvador to see the organizing and to learn first-hand about the resistance and struggle for an alternative in El Salvador, the importance of El Salvador’s struggle to all of Latin America, and learn how you can participate in the international campaign to stop U.S. intervention in El Salvador!  Thanks again for your interest in this CISPES delegation.  We look forward to hearing from you.

In Solidarity,

Elizabeth Velasquez and Burke Stansbury 
Delegation Coordinators
