COMMITTEE IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE PEOPLE OF EL SALVADOR

Fact Finding June 20-29 2008 Delegation Application

I.   Contact Information

NAME________________________________

______________________________________
(as appears on passport)
(name you prefer to go by, if different than passport)

PHONE(H)__________________(W)_______________
EMAIL___________________________________

ADDRESS_________________________________________________

TOWN, STATE, ZIP________________________________________
Please send forthcoming delegation information via (circle one or both):     MAIL      E-MAIL

AGE____OCCUPATION_____________________PASSPORT#__________________EXPIRATION______
II.   We want to know about you!  These questions are for us to get a sense of your perspective and your interests – extensive knowledge and experience in these areas is not necessarily required.  You can type your answers below, or write them out on a separate piece of paper. 
1) Have you ever been to El Salvador or elsewhere in Latin America? Have you ever participated in a brigade, delegation, fact finding mission, or elections observing before? If so, where, when and what did you do there?

2) Have you been involved with CISPES organizing?  How familiar are you with CISPES’s work?  Please explain. 

3) Are you involved in any community, solidarity, or political organizations?  If so, which organizations are you or have you been an active member of?  What kinds of work have you done with those organization(s)?
4) How familiar are you with El Salvador’s history, the history of US intervention in El Salvador and Central America, and with El Salvador’s current political and economic situation?  Give a brief description of what you do know.
5) Why do you want to go on this finding delegation?  What do you hope to gain from this delegation? What skills or experiences are you the most exited to contribute to this delegation? 

6) Do you have any specific interests, such as labor organizing, women's organizing, or student movements, that you want to learn about on this delegation?
7) CISPES has a national, grassroots political campaign to stop the U.S. intervention in El Salvador that promotes economic and police/military violence, and we are especially focusing on stopping the U.S. funding for the International Law Enforcement Academy (ILEA).  Another important element of CISPES’s work is to support the social movement and the opposition political party (the FMLN) in their struggle to stop privatization. The main purpose of this delegation is fact finding and denouncing the early stages of US intervention while demanding free and fair elections in 2009. Upon your return to the US, what are some ways you would contribute to strengthening the national campaign for free and fair elections?
8) Do you have any concerns about the delegation?  If so, what concerns do you have?

9) The delegation itinerary is planned to ensure a balance between meeting the political objectives and not getting too overwhelmed or exhausted.  There will be some “down time” to rest but there is very little personal time where one can be alone.  Guest-house rooms, though comfortable, are usually shared with at least two other people (sometimes more), we travel together as a group, and for security reasons no one goes out alone.  Please comment on ways that you would try to manage any stress or discomfort these conditions might cause you.
10) Please list two (2) references.  Preferably, but not exclusively, from a solidarity or global justice related organization.  
(Include name, organizational affiliation, reference’s relationship to you, phone number, email, and address.)

III.  Please answer the following questions:
1) What level of Spanish do you speak? ___None___Beginner___Intermediate___Conversational___Fluent___Interpreter

2) Do you have any particular health, physical, or mental needs we should know about? 

3) Prescription or non-prescription medication currently being taken. For what? 
4) Do you have any allergies to medication or food? 
5) Other special needs or dietary restrictions (e.g. vegetarian): 

6) How did you first hear about this delegation?
I hereby declare that I have answered all of these questions honestly and to the best of my knowledge. 
(Failure to answer honestly may result in your being excluded or expelled from the delegation.)

Signature____________________________________________ 
Date__________________________________

Submit this application via email, fax, or regular mail to: 

CISPES • 1525 Newton St. NW, Washington, DC 20010 Attn:  Delegation Coordinator

Phone (202)521-2510 • Email elizabeth@cispes.org • Fax (202) 332-3339 • www.cispes.org
