Popular Social Bloc of El Salvador - BPS

DECLARATION REGARDING THE RATIFICATION OF THE FREE TRADE AGREEMENT CAFTA BY THE SALVADORAN LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

The Popular Social Bloc of El Salvador is made up of organizations of campesinos, teachers, religious leaders, students, community groups, youth, labor unions, and war veterans.  We are troubled by the imminent ratification by legislators of the ARENA and PCN parties of the CAFTA agreement between the United States and Central America, and share with the national and international public the following reflections:

1. We believe that CAFTA is an effort to re-colonize our countries on behalf of the belligerent administration of George Bush.  CAFTA is an agreement that seeks to take over our economy and place it at the service of the imperial powers.

2.  We believe that CAFTA will destroy our already fragile national production and in particular will harm our rural sector – both campesinos and small producers – while benefiting a small group of bankers and sell-out businessmen.  It is an agreement that would create more poverty and social exclusion.

3. We believe that CAFTA will provoke high levels of political instability because it will have to be imposed at gunpoint, through repressive measures, in order to counter the protests of people in the streets.

4. We believe that the legislators who vote for the ratification, as well as President Saca, have earned the condemnation of our people and will be blamed for the social and political crisis that it will provoke.

In the face of this difficult situation our organization, with much experience and resolve, publically declares that as the Assembly moves to approve CAFTA:

1. We will initiate a series of protest activities in order to denounce this new aggression against the interests of our country. In the spirit of our heroes and martyrs we will not let the duplicitous ARENA and PCN deputies sell away our national interests, and therefore we will elevate the level of popular protest.


2. We denounce the Bush Administration as it continues to pressure for the immediate approval of this CAFTA agreement in our country, despite the fact that the United States’s own Congress is taking substantial time to evaluate the agreement.

3. We salute the expression of solidarity by people in the United States, such as the action in front of the Salvadoran Consulate in Boston this past Monday, when U.S. citizens protested against CAFTA. 

4. We call on all of the progressive and democratic sectors of our country to defend our people as they are currently threatened by this neo-colonial, inhumane initiative.

5. We declare our irrevocable decision to struggle for a free, independent, prosperous, just, democratic and progressive El Salvador.  

In the present we struggle, but the future is ours!
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