October 27, 2009
Dear Future Delegate,

The Committee In Solidarity with the People of El Salvador, or CISPES, is organizing a delegation this winter.  Entitled the Radical Roots Delegation, this delegation will be specifically tailored for Salvadoran and Salvadoran-American young adults over the age of 18.  This trip will provide you with an intimate reconnection to your own heritage and familial background, and will tie these experiences to an understanding of the multi-faceted political and social issues that the country faces today.  

This trip will be crafted so that you will:

· connect to Salvadoran culture
· learn about the history and present-day reality of the struggle for social and economic justice in El Salvador

· analyze US economic intervention, the “free-trade” model, and their impacts on the lives of real people

· build leadership skills for progressive organizing
· cultivate a political and personal understanding of identity in terms of Immigration status, race, culture, and class both in the US and in El Salvador
· develop an investment in the political future of El Salvador, as well as in the role of those living in the US in shaping that future

This trip is a rare opportunity to develop your political consciousness, as well as your personal identity as a Salvadoran and/or Salvadoran-American living in the United States.  We will be meeting with representatives of social movements, unions, leftist student organizations, former and current leaders of the FMLN, and grassroots organizations fighting against transnational mining companies.  You will have opportunities to spend time with peers and mentors from around the country, exchanging experiences and connecting cross-border movements.
This delegation will be sculpted to nurture not only your knowledge but your leadership skills.  Meetings will focus on dialogues in which you can both share your experiences with and learn from the experiences of allies in your home country.  We will spend time in the capital city of San Salvador, with trips to other departments to get a wider image of Salvadoran realities.  
We would love you to apply for the Radical Roots Delegation, which will take place January 2nd through 10th, 2009.  Please see the attached flyer and application, and forward them to friends that might be interested.  These materials are also available on our website: www.cispes.org.  Also feel free to contact Rebecca@cispes.org in the National Office, or <your local committee coordinator> if you have questions.
Thank you, 

In Solidarity,
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Alexis Stoumbelis

CISPES Executive Director

