
Dear Thomas Shrake, President and CEO of Pacific Rim, 

I have been following the development of the El Dorado gold

mine in El Salvador, and it is clear that both local communities and the government of El Salvador

have rejected the project as environmentally, socially and economically unviable. I am disturbed by

the recent assassinations of individuals who were part of local organizations that have been actively

opposing mining since 2005.  Marcelo Rivera, Ramiro Rivera and Dora Alicia Sorto Recinos: three

prominent anti-mining activists murdered in the past six months.  

Many local residents believe that this wave of violence is a result of Pacific Rim's pres-

ence in the Cabañas region. The context of these deaths goes far beyond a “family feud.”  Even

conservative newspapers like La Prensa Gráfica have quoted government officials discussing the

political motivations of the murders. It is outrageous for the company to deny a connection between

assassinations of recognized anti-mining activists and its proposed projects, especially while out-

spoken opponents of mining like the staff of Radio Victoria continue to receive death threats.  

I urge the Pacific Rim Board of Directors to recognize the social conflict that the mine is

causing and to make the moral decision to:

1.  Immediately withdraw from Cabañas and cease all efforts to mine the El Dorado site. 

2.  Immediately withdraw your lawsuit against the government of El Salvador.   

3.  Cooperate fully with the official investigations surrounding the murders of Dora Alicia Sorto

Recinos, Ramiro Rivera and Marcelo Rivera, providing full disclosure about all monetary transac-

tions you have conducted with community members and local government officials.        
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