FMLN’s Alternative Proposal for an Integrated Crime Prevention Strategy 
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Given the increased failure of tough-on-crime “Iron Fist” policies of the ARENA government in El Salvador, the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) party has elaborated a number of legislative proposals focusing on prevention, rehabilitation and reinsertion of gang members.  The FMLN has protested to the government spending any more money on tough-on-crime policies – including the money and resources going into the International Law Enforcement Academy (ILEA) – until the entire national policy around crime is reoriented to focus on crime prevention policies.  FMLN legislators have presented these proposals to the National Assembly, but the other parties in the legislature have kept them in committee or archived without giving them any serious consideration.  

El Salvador currently has almost permanent 12 murders per day in the country, the highest murder rate in all of Latin American. Due to the alarming rates of crime in El Salvador, the FMLN held a massive public event in October 2006 that brought together tens of thousands of people to present their alternative proposals for reducing crime. 

FMLN’s Strategy Proposals for Public Security:

1- Discard the national security policies that lead to authoritarianism, and replace them with a democratic citizen security policy.  The Peace Accords and the Constitution define the National Civil Police (PNC) as civil and democratic apparatus that must base their actions on the respect and promotion of human rights.

2- In order to control violence there must be a rethinking of the conditions in which the security institutions insert themselves in society and intervene preventing conflicts or strengthening the social propagation of violence.


3- Municipal governments must play a key role in the task of preventing crime, in coordination with the justice system, the public security system.
4- The implementation of participatory self-sustaining mechanisms for the peaceful and democratic resolution of conflict in the neighborhoods with the highest crime rates. This should be done with the goal of reconstructing the social fabric that economic and social exclusion have deteriorated.  An effective relationship between security policies and social policies imperatively implies improving on the punitive vision of security, which increases social conflict and provokes the violation of the rights of people. 

5- We must eliminate the distorted relationship between social and security policies that equate forms of protest with crime. Strikes and streets protest are a right of workers and those excluded. The recently approved Anti-Terrorist law is a law that guarantees the security of state but at the same time criminalizes the people. 

Based on this, the FMLN proposes to:
· Reorient institutions – mainly the justice system, the attorney general’s office, and the PNC – and strengthen them so they can defend the rights of the population, the effectiveness of the sentences and social reinsertion;
· Reorient the PNC, back to its original purpose under the Peace Accords and reinforce its budget;
· Strengthen the role of the Human Rights Office;
· Designate more resources to the local governments for the prevention of violence and local social development;
· Resolve the problems of social exclusion, with an emphasis on solidarity;
· Strengthen the justice system to reduce impunity;

· Approve reforms on the police academy laws, to redesign the police formation system, mainly in ethics and human rights;

· Promote the Crime Prevention Law; establish it as priority in the respective commission within the National Assembly;

· Create municipal crime prevention committees with the participation of various local actors. The community boards may be of support incorporating the issue of prevention;

· Create community-based delegations to mediate minor offenses and domestic conflicts;
· Pass laws to limit the carrying of arms in public spaces;
· Implement programs directed at youth on the formation of values, cultural promotion and sports, which include the training students on life projects and the prevention of drug consumption;

· Promote community building projects designed to promote social wellbeing without violence;

· Implement basic services projects in marginalized communities, both rural and urban;
· Develop projects to protect green zones and recreation spaces for the population;
· Promote sources of employment through community project funds and others created by social businesses with youth in vulnerable situations;
· Promote community health;
· Attend to the homeless;
· Strengthen education and create scholarship and support to children and youth programs;
· Adopt effective measure to front gender violence and interfamily violence.
Background: The Causes of the Crime Problem

The launching of repressive policies in the past years has led to not only the aggravation of violence but also the surfacing of new forms of violence and criminality, such as the emergence of extermination groups and greater complexity and professionalism in the actions of gangs. 

We must ask ourselves, what is the cause of crime?  First of all, the economic and political neoliberal model increased poverty and social disparity, and increased rates of exclusion – the majority of the population does not have access to adequate living conditions, such as food, health, education, housing and basic services.   There is also the increase in the levels of concentration of wealth that the country produces, since everything ends up in the hands of powerful families and the security of the people is not within their list of priorities. 

But there are more direct and immediate reasons.  First, there are the persistent efforts of large corporations, the president, and the ARENA party to halt the administration of justice and to reduce the penal process to a strictly police procedure.  There is also criminal impunity, which comes out of a culture of corruption and legal violations as a means of maintaining power.  At the same time, the legal system is at the service of big business, and the law is based more on the protection of the interests of the economic power and of private property rather than on human beings and their equal condition.  Added to all this is the low quality and ineffectiveness of public security policies.
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