July 24, 2007

Sign a Letter to the President of El Salvador Expressing Concern for Prisoners Arrested at Lawful Protest
Dear Colleague:

On July 2, 2007, many citizens of El Salvador gathered in Suchitoto to protest President Saca’s plans to announce a water privatization program.  While the protest did prevent the President’s planned official rally from taking place, police gathered to shut down the demonstration and arrested fourteen individuals.  Four of those arrested – Marta Lorena Araujo, Rosa Valle Centeno, María Haydee Chicas, and Manuel Antonio Rodriguez – are members of the Association of Rural Communities for the Development of El Salvador (CRIPDES) and were stopped in their car en route to Suchitoto.  They never made it to the protest and were thus not able to participate, yet they were detained and charged nonetheless.
Charges have since been dropped against one protester; however, the other thirteen have been charged under anti-terrorism laws and nine of them are currently being held in “preventative detention.”  Salvadoran parliamentarians have been able to visit with some of those in custody and reportedly have won some concessions regarding their treatment and living conditions.  In addition, the Human Rights Ombudsman, Oscar Luna, has stated that he does not agree with the application of anti-terrorism laws in this case.
Many communities across the United States have established Sister City relationships with communities in El Salvador and have built a history of cooperation and solidarity.  It is through the Sister City connection between Cambridge and San José de las Flores that I first became aware of the situation and my constituents’ concern and compassion for those arrested.  I urge you to sign the following letter to President Saca expressing the concern of Members of Congress and notifying him that we will be closely following all developments in this case.

Please contact Christina Tsafoulias of my staff at christina.tsafoulias@mail.house.gov or 5-5111 with any questions or to sign on.  The deadline for signatures is COB Thursday, July 26th.






Sincerely,






Michael E. Capuano






Member of Congress

