
righ
t w

in
g A

R
E

N
A

 p
arty tried

 to steal th
e

election
s, w

ere filled
 w

ith
 con

fu
sion

, d
isar-

ray, p
olarization

, an
d

 m
an

ip
u

lation
. B

u
t

th
e ch

aos actu
ally began

 m
on

th
s before.

A
R

E
N

A
 began

 com
m

ittin
g electoral

frau
d

 back in
 20

0
5 w

h
en

 th
e m

agistrates
of th

e Su
p

rem
e E

lectoral T
ribu

n
al, or th

e
T

SE
, w

ere elected
 in

 an
 u

n
con

stitu
tion

al
m

an
n

er. T
h

e m
ajority w

ere righ
t w

in
gers,

in
clu

d
in

g th
e p

resid
en

t of th
e T

SE
, W

alter
A

rau
jo, an

 op
en

 A
R

E
N

A
 activist. T

h
ere

w
as also m

ajor m
an

ip
u

lation
 of th

e voter
registry by A

R
E

N
A

 an
d

 th
eir ally, th

e p
ri-

vate com
p

an
y th

at oversees d
istribu

tion
 of

voter ID
’s.  T

h
e m

an
ip

u
lation

 th
at took

p
lace h

elp
s exp

lain
 w

h
y A

R
E

N
A

 en
d

ed
 u

p
w

in
n

in
g th

e m
ost legislative seats d

esp
ite

th
e fact th

at th
e F

M
L

N
 h

ad
 m

ore total
votes. (T

h
e fin

al legislative breakd
ow

n
 in

th
e legislative assem

bly w
as A

R
E

N
A

 34
,

F
M

L
N

 32, an
d

 18
 seats sp

lit betw
een

 3
sm

aller p
arties.)

T
h

e 20
0

6
 election

s w
ill also be 

Pro
d

u
ced

 by th
e C

o
m

m
ittee in

 So
lid

a
rity w

ith
 th

e Peo
p

le o
f El

Sa
lva

d
o

r (C
ISPES)

N
um

ber 115 Sum
m

er2006

4   SUM
M

ER—
2006

W
e are h

ere becau
se you

 are th
ere,” read

 on
e of

th
e sign

s an
 im

m
igran

t p
rotestor carried

 in
 th

e
Im

m
igran

t R
igh

ts m
arch

 h
eld

 in
 San

 F
ran

cisco,
w

h
ere p

rotestors join
ed

 p
eop

le in
 m

an
y oth

er cities
th

rou
gh

ou
t th

e U
n

ited
 States in

 th
e streets on

 M
ay 1 st.

O
ver th

e p
ast few

 m
on

th
s th

ere h
ave been

 cou
n

tless
d

em
on

stration
s of su

p
p

ort by p
ro-im

m
igran

t organ
ization

s
an

d
 grou

p
s w

h
o w

ork to d
efen

d
 im

m
igran

ts’ basic righ
ts

an
d

 w
h

ich
 reject th

at in
fam

ou
s im

m
igration

 bill H
R

4
4

37.
T

h
is bill w

ou
ld

 crim
in

alize an
y an

d
 all im

m
igran

ts w
h

o
resid

e in
 th

e U
.S. illegally; it w

ou
ld

 also crim
in

alize an
y

U
.S. citizen

 or legal p
erm

an
en

t resid
en

t w
h

o offers services
to u

n
d

ocu
m

en
ted

 im
m

igran
ts. F

u
rth

erm
ore, th

e ch
ild

ren
of u

n
d

ocu
m

en
ted

 p
aren

ts w
ou

ld
 n

ot h
ave access to a p

ath
tow

ard
s citizen

sh
ip

 in
 “grin

golan
d

ia” (th
e U

.S.)  A
ll of

th
ese m

easu
res h

ave brou
gh

t abou
t th

e in
d

ign
ation

 of m
il-

lion
s of p

eop
le across th

is n
ation

.
P

olitical action
s started

 in
 m

id
-M

arch
 in

 th
e B

ay A
rea,

in
clu

d
in

g a h
u

n
ger strike w

h
ich

 lasted
 a w

eek. A
fter th

e
M

arch
 action

s, th
e B

ay A
rea con

tin
u

ed
 its m

obilizin
g for

th
e A

p
ril 10

th
D

ay of A
ction

 w
ith

 a sim
ilar objective. T

h
at

d
ay th

e streets of San
 F

ran
cisco w

ere filled
 w

ith
 th

e sen
sa-

tion
 th

at im
m

igran
ts are abou

t to ch
an

ge th
e cou

rse of h
is-

tory in
 th

is cou
n

try. 
T

h
en

 th
ere w

as a call to action
 for A

p
ril 23 rd

, an
d

 again
th

ere w
ere m

ore th
an

 10
,0

0
0

 p
eop

le w
h

o took to th
e

streets of San
 F

ran
cisco to call for im

m
igran

t righ
ts an

d
m

ass p
articip

ation
 an

d
 su

p
p

ort for su
bsequ

en
t p

rotests.
T

h
e th

u
n

d
er of K

orean
 an

d
 M

exican
 d

ru
m

m
in

g an
n

ou
n

ced
th

at th
e call to action

 w
ou

ld
 be su

ccessfu
l.

A
s th

e su
n

 rose on
 M

ay 1 st, so too d
id

 th
e cou

rageou
s

stru
ggle for im

m
igran

t righ
ts, d

aw
n

in
g all across th

e
U

n
ited

 States an
d

 oth
er cou

n
tries like E

l Salvad
or, G

u
ate-

m
ala, M

exico an
d

 P
erú

. M
an

y oth
er p

laces arou
n

d
 th

e
w

orld
 took p

art in
 boycottin

g U
.S. p

rod
u

cts on
 In

tern
a-

tion
al W

orker’s D
ay as w

ell.  T
h

e streets of th
e L

atin
o

M
isión

 D
istrict in

 San
 F

ran
cisco looked

 like a gh
ost tow

n
,

as d
id

 m
an

y oth
er n

eigh
borh

ood
s all over th

e U
n

ited
 States

w
h

ere m
an

y local bu
sin

esses su
p

p
orted

 th
e boycott.  It w

as
su

rp
risin

g to see at least 10
0

,0
0

0
 p

eop
le p

resen
t in

 San
F

ran
cisco even

 th
ou

gh
 th

ere w
ere oth

er m
arch

es takin
g

p
lace in

 Sacram
en

to, O
aklan

d
 an

d
 San

 José at th
e sam

e
tim

e w
ith

 an
 estim

ated
 10

0
,0

0
0

 to 50
0

,0
0

0
 p

eop
le 

p
articip

atin
g.

FM
LN

 V
ictory: First W

om
an M

ayor of San Salvador

T
h

e C
oalition

 D
ep

ort th
e ‘M

igra’
(T

h
e U

n
ited

 States Im
m

igration
Service or H

om
elan

d
 Secu

rity) of
w

h
ich

 C
ISP

E
S is p

art of h
ere in

 th
e

B
ay A

rea brou
gh

t an
 an

ti-im
p

erialist
m

essage to th
e m

arch
, brin

gin
g u

p
th

e issu
e of w

h
y it is th

at an
 ever

in
creasin

g n
u

m
ber of p

eop
le leave

th
eir cou

n
tries an

d
 risk th

eir lives to
cross th

e bord
er.  T

h
ese im

m
igran

ts
w

h
o com

e to th
e U

. S. n
ot on

ly keep
th

is cou
n

try literally m
ovin

g forw
ard

bu
t are also th

e lan
d

less of th
eir

cou
n

tries, th
ose w

h
o com

e fleein
g

th
e m

ilitary an
d

 econ
om

ic op
p

ression
im

p
osed

 by th
e U

n
ited

 States in
 m

an
y

cou
n

tries of th
e w

orld
.

P
rotesters w

ere very recep
tive of

ou
r m

essage, an
d

 it w
as evid

en
t th

at
th

e tru
e n

atu
re of U

.S. foreign
 p

olicy
is bein

g exp
osed

 to th
e p

eop
le of th

e
U

.S.  T
h

e m
ain

 p
u

rp
ose of ou

r m
es-

sage in
 th

e d
em

on
stration

s is for p
eo-

p
le to see th

at beyon
d

 m
arch

in
g, w

e
m

u
st organ

ize an
d

 take action
 to

attack th
e root of th

e p
roblem

.  O
u

r
oth

er m
essage is th

e h
yp

ocrisy of th
e

bord
er, sin

ce th
e effects of free trad

e
agreem

en
ts like C

A
F

T
A

 an
d

 N
A

F
T

A
on

ly exacerbate th
e m

assive exod
u

s of
th

e w
orkin

g p
oor in

to th
e U

n
ited

States.  T
h

is m
igration

 h
as alw

ays
served

 th
e in

terests of large corp
ora-

tion
s becau

se th
ey keep

 a stead
y flow

of ch
eap

, u
n

organ
ized

 labor to th
e

U
.S.C

ISP
E

S h
as p

layed
 a key role in

rem
in

d
in

g an
d

 ed
u

catin
g p

eop
le th

at
th

e u
n

en
d

in
g greed

 of th
is econ

om
ic

system
, th

e cau
se of global d

isp
lace-

m
en

t, is n
ot stron

ger th
an

 ou
r 

resistan
ce!

W
a

tch
E

L
SA

LVA
D

O
R

P
rod

u
ced

 by C
ISP

E
S

D
istribu

ted
 locally by:

a n
ation

al organ
ization

 
w

ith
 ch

ap
ters arou

n
d

 th
e U

S.

N
ation

al O
ffice:

130
 W

. 29
th

 Street, 9
th

 floor
N

ew
 Y

ork, N
Y

  10
0

0
1

(212)4
6

5-8
115

w
w

w
.cisp

es.org

Sou
rces th

is m
on

th
 in

clu
d

e:
C

ISP
E

S
E

l Salvad
or O

ffice, B
P

S, F
M

L
N

,
B

ay A
rea C

ISP
E

S, O
lym

p
ia C

ISP
E

S

IM
M
IG
R
A
T
IO
N

 con
t. from

 p
g

. 1
V
IO
L
E
T
A

, con
t. from

 p
g

. 1

rem
em

bered
 for th

e occu
rren

ce of
som

e of th
e w

orst violation
s to th

e
con

stitu
tion

, th
e electoral cod

e, an
d

th
e w

ill of th
e p

eop
le. Som

e exam
p

les
of legal violation

s an
d

 in
terven

tion
ist

p
ractices in

clu
d

ed
 th

e p
revalen

ce of
P

resid
en

t Saca, w
h

o is also th
e p

resi-
d

en
t of th

e A
R

E
N

A
 p

arty, in
 A

R
E

N
A

’s
cam

p
aign

, th
e u

se of state resou
rces

for A
R

E
N

A
’s electoral cam

p
aign

in
g,

an
d

 th
e p

resen
tation

 of th
e frien

d
ly

relation
sh

ip
 betw

een
 P

resid
en

t B
u

sh
an

d
 P

resid
en

t Saca as a d
e facto U

.S.
en

d
orsem

en
t for A

R
E

N
A

.    
T

h
e actu

al votin
g d

ay w
as ch

aracter-
ized

 by gen
eral ch

aos, d
isord

er, an
d

frau
d

.  In
 som

e ru
ral areas A

R
E

N
A

activists in
tim

id
ated

 voters or oth
er

p
arty rep

resen
tatives at th

e votin
g

tables, takin
g ad

van
tage of th

e fact
th

at a lot of th
em

 com
e from

 p
oor

backgrou
n

d
s an

d
 are tim

id
. Som

e
com

m
on

 legal violation
s an

d
 irregu

lar-
ities th

at w
ou

ld
 facilitate frau

d
 

in
clu

d
ed

: votin
g cen

ters op
en

in
g late

(m
akin

g it im
p

ossible for m
an

y w
ork-

ers to vote), th
e in

d
elible in

k th
at

w
ou

ld
 m

ark p
eop

le as h
avin

g voted
d

id
n

’t w
ork in

 m
an

y p
laces, voter’s

righ
t to secrecy w

as con
stan

tly violat-
ed

, alon
g w

ith
 m

an
y oth

er violation
s

th
at jeop

ard
ized

 th
e p

ossibility  of a
sm

ooth
, tran

sp
aren

t electoral p
rocess. 

B
u

t it w
as on

ly after an
 en

tire d
ay of

observin
g, w

h
en

 votin
g cen

ters fin
ally

closed
 an

d
 started

 sen
d

in
g ou

t resu
lts

to th
e m

ain
 office of th

e T
SE

, th
at

th
in

gs started
 gettin

g really in
terest-

in
g. F

irst, Saca m
ad

e a p
u

blic n
ation

al
an

n
ou

n
cem

en
t d

eclarin
g h

is p
arty 

victoriou
s. T

h
is act is h

igh
ly p

roh
ibited

by th
e C

on
stitu

tion
 an

d
 th

e E
lectoral

C
od

e becau
se th

e on
ly p

erson
 th

at can
d

ivu
lge resu

lts is th
e p

resid
en

t of th
e

T
SE

, an
d

 certain
ly n

ot th
e p

resid
en

t of
a cou

n
try actin

g as a p
arty activist. 

M
ost Salvad

oran
s, h

ow
ever, d

id
 n

ot
believe th

e an
n

ou
n

cem
en

t. D
ays

before th
e election

s all n
ation

al p
olls

sh
ow

ed
 th

e F
M

L
N

 ah
ead

 in
 th

e race.
A

lth
ou

gh
 d

ou
bts abou

t th
e T

SE
 began

im
m

ed
iately, it w

as n
ot u

n
til M

on
d

ay
aftern

oon
 th

at p
eop

le becam
e con

-
vin

ced
 th

at som
eth

in
g w

as tru
ly w

ron
g

in
 th

e T
SE

 cen
ter, an

d
 th

ey began
 

con
gregatin

g in
 th

e d
ow

n
tow

n
 C

en
tral

P
laza to d

em
an

d
 th

e T
SE

 give th
e real

resu
lts. A

s T
SE

 officials con
tin

u
ed

 to
stall th

e p
rocess all d

ay T
u

esd
ay an

d
th

en
 all d

ay W
ed

n
esd

ay, m
ore an

d
m

ore p
eop

le gath
ered

 u
n

til W
ed

n
esd

ay
n

igh
t, w

h
en

 a large grou
p

 d
ecid

ed
 th

ey
h

ad
 h

ad
 en

ou
gh

.  T
h

ey m
arch

ed
d

irectly to th
e T

SE
 to d

em
an

d
 th

at
th

eir vote be resp
ected

. P
eop

le w
ou

ld
n

ot accep
t A

R
E

N
A

’s self-p
roclaim

ed
victory. A

s alw
ays, th

e govern
m

en
t

resp
on

d
ed

 w
ith

 violen
ce, callin

g ou
t

th
e riot p

olice an
d

 in
ju

rin
g th

ree p
eo-

p
le. B

u
t Salvad

oran
s d

id
 n

ot give u
p

.
L

on
g after m

id
n

igh
t on

 W
ed

n
esd

ay
n

igh
t, th

e T
SE

 p
resid

en
t fin

ally h
ad

 n
o

ch
oice bu

t to d
eclare V

ioleta M
en

jivar,
th

e F
M

L
N

 can
d

id
ate, as th

e n
ew

m
ayor of San

 Salvad
or.  M

an
y of u

s
w

ere still in
 E

l Salvad
or to w

itn
ess th

e
w

id
esp

read
 joy an

d
 celebration

 of th
e

victory for th
e F

M
L

N
 an

d
 for th

e
p

ow
er of an

 organ
ized

 resistan
ce.  A

s
w

e celebrated
 w

ith
 th

e p
eop

le of E
l

Salvad
or, I th

ou
gh

t abou
t th

e sp
irit of

Salvad
oran

s, w
h

o d
o n

ot tolerate bein
g

ch
eated

 an
d

 are w
illin

g to take to th
e

streets to d
efen

d
 th

eir d
ign

ity, th
eir

righ
ts, an

d
 th

eir sovereign
ty so th

at
on

e d
ay E

l Salvad
or can

 be a tru
ly free,

d
em

ocratic an
d

 ju
st cou

n
try.

con
tin

u
ed

 on
 p

g
 4

con
tin

u
ed

 on
 p

g
 4

EL
SALVADO

R
W

ATCH

Im
m

igrants’ R
ights Struggle in the B

ay A
rea and A

cross the U
.S.

Seattle and
O

lym
pia

CISPES
Actvists

com
e

together at
the Seattle
Im

m
igrant

Rights
M

arch to
protest

HR4437,
April 10,

2006.

Voileta M
enjivar, M

ayor of San
Salvador at a press conference

By Yeni Solis, Bay Area CISPES  
By Susana Solis, Bay Area CISPES

“ A
s p

art of th
e con

tin
u

ou
s w

ork of 
solid

arity w
ith

 th
e stru

ggle of th
e

p
eop

le of E
l Salvad

or, C
ISP

E
S said

p
resen

te!
on

ce m
ore w

ith
 a d

elegation
 of

27 p
eop

le to observe th
e m

u
n

icip
al an

d
legislative election

s th
at took p

lace on
M

arch
 12, 20

0
6

.  W
e w

ere w
itn

ess to an
in

cred
ibly em

otion
al victory.  F

or th
e first

tim
e in

 Salvad
oran

 h
istory a w

om
an

 –
V

ioleta M
en

jivar –
 w

on
 th

e m
ayoral race

for San
 Salvad

or, th
e m

ost im
p

ortan
t

m
u

n
icip

ality of th
e cou

n
try.  F

u
rth

er-
m

ore, d
esp

ite all th
e p

roblem
s lead

in
g u

p
to an

d
 after th

e election
s, th

e F
M

L
N

 w
as

able to w
in

 th
e m

ost votes n
ation

ally,
secu

rin
g en

ou
gh

 seats in
 th

e legislative
assem

bly to force th
e righ

t to n
egotiate

th
e m

ost im
p

ortan
t n

ation
al legislation

an
d

 ap
p

oin
tm

en
ts.

H
ow

ever, th
e celebration

 w
as p

reced
ed

by d
ays of in

d
escribable su

sp
en

se. T
h

e
d

ays an
d

 n
igh

ts after votin
g d

ay, as th
e



L
ast M

arch
 w

as a d
ecisive

m
om

en
t for Salvad

oran
s.

E
lection

s p
rovid

ed
 th

em
 w

ith
 th

e
op

p
ortu

n
ity to vote for m

u
n

icip
al an

d
legislative rep

resen
tatives from

 tw
o

p
arties w

ith
 im

m
en

sely d
ifferen

t p
rior-

ities. T
h

e C
ISP

E
S d

elegation
 to E

l
Salvad

or d
u

rin
g th

is tim
e n

ot on
ly

served
 as in

tern
ation

al observers on
M

arch
 12th

, bu
t also m

et exten
sively

w
ith

 social m
ovem

en
t grou

p
s from

 d
if-

feren
t sectors of society. D

esp
ite th

e
variety in

 th
ese grou

p
s, a com

m
on

th
read

 in
 th

eir an
alysis p

revailed
: th

e
im

p
ortan

ce of th
ese election

s in
 d

eter-
m

in
in

g th
e overall d

irection
 of th

e
cou

n
try for th

e n
ext 3 years. In

 ad
d

i-
tion

, p
eop

le raised
 m

an
y w

orrisom
e

issu
es at ou

r d
ifferen

t m
eetin

gs, p
ar-

ticu
larly in

 relation
 to th

e recen
t

im
p

lem
en

tation
 of C

A
F

T
A

 an
d

 th
e

p
lan

s arou
n

d
 th

e establish
m

en
t of an

IL
E

A
 in

 E
l Salvad

or. 
C

A
F

T
A

 im
p

lem
en

tation
 began

 ju
st

d
ays before w

e arrived
 in

 E
l Salvad

or,
on

 M
arch

 1st.  B
ecau

se p
eop

le are
in

creasin
gly seein

g h
ow

 C
A

F
T

A
 w

ill
affect th

em
 d

irectly, op
p

osition
 to its

im
p

lem
en

tation
 is grow

in
g.  P

rivatiza-
tion

 of variou
s p

u
blic services u

n
d

er
C

A
F

T
A

, su
ch

 as w
ater an

d
 h

ealth
care,

w
ou

ld
 tran

sfer con
trol an

d
 p

rofits to
corp

oration
s.  F

or exam
p

le, th
e d

ele-
gation

 m
et w

ith
 Salvad

oran
 u

n
ion

lead
ers rep

resen
tin

g w
orkers in

 th
e

p
u

blic w
ater ad

m
in

istration
.  T

h
ese

u
n

ion
ists w

orked
 to stop

 C
A

F
T

A
’s

im
p

lem
en

tation
; th

ey are w
orried

 n
ot

on
ly abou

t losin
g th

eir jobs if w
ater is

p
rivatized

, bu
t also abou

t th
e large

n
u

m
bers of low

-in
com

e Salvad
oran

s
w

h
o likely w

ill n
ot be able to afford

w
ater –

 a n
ecessity for su

stain
in

g life

2   SUM
M

ER—
2006

EL
SALVADO

R
W

ATCH
EL

SALVADO
R

W
ATCH

2006—
SUM

M
ER

3   

itself.   
C

A
F

T
A

’s p
rovision

s also allow
 p

ri-
vate ow

n
ersh

ip
 of in

tellectu
al p

rop
erty,

w
h

ich
 w

ill m
ean

 h
arm

fu
l con

sequ
en

ces
for m

an
y p

eop
le.  L

im
ited

 access to
low

-p
riced

 m
ed

icin
es is on

e im
p

ortan
t

exam
p

le.  P
rotection

s for in
tellectu

al
p

rop
erty righ

ts w
ill also ad

versely
im

p
act th

e “in
form

al” sector w
h

ich
 is

m
ad

e u
p

 of p
eop

le w
h

o sell item
s on

th
e streets d

u
e to lack of w

ork op
p

or-
tu

n
ities elsew

h
ere.  A

 large p
ortion

 of
“em

p
loyed

” p
eop

le in
 E

l Salvad
or are

th
ose w

h
o w

ork in
 th

e in
form

al sector,
an

d
 th

ey h
ave becom

e on
e of th

e lead
-

in
g grou

p
s organ

izin
g to op

p
ose

C
A

F
T

A
.  T

h
eir con

cern
 is th

at u
n

d
er

C
A

F
T

A
-related

 ru
les th

e sale of cop
ies

of m
aterials like C

D
s h

as been
 red

e-
fin

ed
 as a crim

in
al offen

se p
u

n
ish

able
w

ith
 u

p
 to six years in

 p
rison

.  P
eop

le
w

ork in
 th

e in
form

al sector becau
se

oth
er em

p
loym

en
t op

p
ortu

n
ities are

n
on

existen
t. C

A
F

T
A

’s p
oten

tial im
p

act
for w

orkers in
 th

e in
form

al sector
w

ou
ld

 am
ou

n
t to crim

in
alization

 of th
e

p
oor.  

T
h

e d
elegation

 also m
et w

ith
 a sm

all
ru

ral farm
 coop

erative. T
h

ey exp
ressed

a lot of con
cern

 abou
t th

e w
ay free

trad
e w

ou
ld

 allow
 E

l Salvad
or’s m

ar-
kets to be flood

ed
 w

ith
 agricu

ltu
ral

good
s p

rod
u

ced
 elsew

h
ere, an

d
 sold

m
ore ch

eap
ly th

an
 food

 grow
n

 in
 E

l
Salvad

or. 
T

h
e oth

er issu
e th

e d
elegation

 h
eard

a lot abou
t w

as th
e IL

E
A

, th
e

“In
tern

ation
al L

aw
 E

n
forcem

en
t

A
cad

em
y,” w

h
ich

 w
ill be establish

ed
th

rou
gh

 fu
n

d
in

g from
 th

e U
n

ited
States as a p

olice train
in

g sch
ool in

 E
l

Salvad
or.  T

h
e IL

E
A

 is th
e latest m

an
i-

festation
 of U

.S. p
resen

ce in
 th

e cou
n

-

try –
 w

h
ich

 also in
clu

d
es a U

.S. m
ili-

tary base, F
B

I office an
d

 D
E

A
 office.

M
an

y p
eop

le see th
e IL

E
A

 as a p
artn

er
w

ith
 C

A
F

T
A

 –
 in

 th
is p

artn
ersh

ip
C

A
F

T
A

 p
rovid

es th
e m

ech
an

ism
 for

th
e im

p
osition

 of p
rivatization

 an
d

 free
trad

e, an
d

 IL
E

A
 p

rovid
es p

olice train
-

in
g for p

u
rp

oses of in
tim

id
atin

g an
d

silen
cin

g op
p

osition
 to C

A
F

T
A

.   
M

em
bers of th

e d
elegation

 h
eard

m
an

y sp
eakers voice op

p
osition

 an
d

con
cern

 abou
t th

e im
p

osition
 of th

e
IL

E
A

.  T
h

e organ
ization

s op
p

osed
 to

C
A

F
T

A
 an

d
 oth

er form
s of U

S d
om

in
a-

tion
 h

ave alread
y en

d
u

red
 in

creased
rep

ression
, in

clu
d

in
g th

e recen
t d

eath
of a u

n
ion

 organ
izer an

d
 th

e d
isap

-
p

earan
ce of th

e son
 of a lead

er of a
com

m
u

n
ity organ

ization
.  IL

E
A

 w
ill n

o
d

ou
bt m

agn
ify th

e in
tim

id
ation

.  
Sim

ilarly to C
A

F
T

A
, th

e p
rop

osal for
th

e IL
E

A
 w

as p
assed

 th
rou

gh
 th

e
A

ssem
bly secretly an

d
 w

ith
ou

t d
ebate.

B
ecau

se of E
l Salvad

or’s bru
tal m

ilitary
h

istory, th
e 19

9
2 P

eace A
ccord

s sp
ecif-

ically p
rescribe th

e sep
aration

 of m
ili-

tary an
d

 p
olice forces, a sep

aration
th

at is cu
rren

tly very blu
rred

. In
 ad

d
i-

tion
, th

e H
u

m
an

 R
igh

ts office h
as

p
roved

 th
e on

goin
g u

se of tortu
re by

state officials. O
n

e of th
e fu

n
d

am
en

tal
p

oin
ts th

at is extrem
ely w

orrisom
e to

Salvad
oran

s is th
e fact th

at p
olice

atten
d

in
g th

e IL
E

A
 w

ill be train
ed

 by
U

.S. m
ilitary officials. A

s a rep
resen

ta-
tive exp

lain
ed

: “m
ilitarization

 d
oes n

ot
h

elp
 con

solid
ate th

e R
u

le of L
aw

;
rath

er it rep
resen

ts a step
 backw

ard
s

for ou
r cou

n
try”. 

T
h

e victory of th
e u

ltra righ
t w

in
g

A
R

E
N

A
 p

arty w
ou

ld
 h

ave gu
aran

teed
th

is n
ext step

 tow
ard

s th
e con

solid
a-

tion
 of a n

eoliberal econ
om

ic m
od

el
an

d
 a civil d

ictatorsh
ip

, em
bod

ied
 both

in
 C

A
F

T
A

 an
d

 th
e IL

E
A

. B
u

t becau
se

th
e of th

e F
M

L
N

 victory in
 th

e elec-
tion

s, an
d

 becau
se of th

e in
creased

m
obilization

s rejectin
g th

is m
od

el,
A

R
E

N
A

 an
d

 th
e U

.S.’s agen
d

a is far
from

 secu
re.  A

s grou
p

s th
at w

e m
et

w
ith

 told
 u

s, w
h

eth
er th

e figh
t takes

p
lace at th

e legislative level or in
 th

e
streets, resistan

ce to rep
ression

 is
p

resen
t an

d
 on

 th
e rise.

T
h

is M
ay 1 st

w
orkers in

 E
l

Salvad
or celebrated

 a m
ajor

tu
rn

ou
t at th

e an
n

u
al

In
tern

ation
al W

orkers D
ay m

arch
,

w
ith

 an
 estim

ated
 50

-70
,0

0
0

 p
eop

le
m

arch
in

g to d
en

ou
n

ce C
A

F
T

A
 an

d
su

p
p

ort im
m

igran
ts’ stru

ggle in
 th

e
U

n
ited

 States.  T
h

e m
assive m

arch
w

as m
ad

e u
p

 of p
eop

le from
 labor

u
n

ion
s, th

e n
ation

al m
ovem

en
t of

“p
irated

” C
D

-D
V

D
 ven

d
ors, religiou

s
grou

p
s, w

om
en

’s organ
ization

s,
cam

p
esin

os, stu
d

en
ts, m

arket ven
-

d
ors, an

d
 th

e F
M

L
N

.
T

h
e m

arch
 w

as led
 by th

e p
u

blic
sector labor fed

eration
s an

d
 u

n
ion

s
rejectin

g p
rivatization

, d
em

an
d

in
g an

en
d

 to th
e crim

in
alization

 of im
m

i-
gran

ts in
 th

e U
n

ited
 States, an

d
d

em
an

d
in

g govern
m

en
t ratification

 of
IL

O
 agreem

en
ts th

at gu
aran

tee free-
d

om
 of association

 an
d

 p
rotection

 of
th

e righ
t to organ

ize an
d

 bargain
 

collectively.  “B
ecau

se Im
m

igran
ts are

n
ot C

rim
in

als, from
 E

l Salvad
or w

e
D

em
an

d
 Ju

st L
aw

s,” read
 th

e m
ain

F
E

ST
R

A
SP

E
S u

n
ion

 fed
eration

 ban
-

n
er.  A

 th
ou

san
d

 u
n

iversity stu
d

en
ts –

lou
d

ly rejectin
g cap

italism
 an

d
 U

S
im

p
erialism

 –
 m

arch
ed

 from
 th

e
N

ation
al U

n
iversity an

d
 m

et u
p

 w
ith

th
e m

ain
 m

arch
 at B

ou
levard

 d
e L

os
H

eroes.  O
th

er ban
n

ers rejected
 th

e
in

creasin
g rep

ression
 of organ

izin
g in

E
l Salvad

or an
d

 th
e In

tern
ation

al L
aw

E
n

forcem
en

t A
cad

em
y, or th

e IL
E

A
.    

F
or d

ays th
e govern

m
en

t h
ad

attem
p

ted
 to in

tim
id

ate an
d

 scare
Salvad

oran
s from

 p
articip

atin
g in

 th
e

m
arch

 by p
u

blish
in

g articles in
 E

l
Salvad

or’s m
ain

 n
ew

sp
ap

ers th
at p

or-
trayed

 th
e M

ay D
ay celebration

 as vio-
len

t, an
d

 by broad
castin

g ad
s w

arn
in

g
th

at th
e p

olice w
ou

ld
 in

terven
e in

 th
e

case of p
rop

erty d
estru

ction
.  O

n
 M

ay
D

ay, h
u

n
d

red
s of p

olice w
ere d

ep
loyed

to “p
rotect” U

S an
d

 Salvad
oran

 corp
o-

rate stores an
d

 restau
ran

ts.  T
h

ere
w

as also a p
olice h

elicop
ter th

at fol-
low

ed
 th

e m
arch

 an
d

 circled
 over th

e
C

en
tral P

laza clearly to take vid
eo

record
in

gs of m
arch

 p
articip

an
ts.  

T
h

e im
m

en
se m

arch
 en

d
ed

 in
 th

e
C

en
tral P

laza, w
h

ere th
e h

ead
 of th

e
m

arch
 en

d
ed

 in
 th

e squ
are w

h
ile th

e
tail of th

e m
arch

 w
as ju

st step
p

in
g off

over 30
 blocks aw

ay.  Sp
eakers

d
en

ou
n

ced
 th

e n
eoliberal econ

om
ic

m
od

el as th
e cau

se of d
eterioration

 in

th
e qu

ality of life of Salvad
oran

s.
Salvad

oran
 U

n
ion

 F
ron

t (F
SS) lead

er
R

icard
o C

ald
eron

 said
, “T

h
is govern

-
m

en
t resp

on
d

s to th
e U

S’s econ
om

ic
in

terests,” an
d

 h
e called

 on
 all p

artici-
p

an
ts to con

tin
u

e in
 th

e stru
ggle for

social ch
an

ge. 

T
h

is past M
arch

 23 rd, th
e U

.S. E
m

bassy in
 E

l Salvador
den

ied Salvadoran
 un

ion
 leader W

ilfredo R
om

ero a
visa to com

e to th
e U

.S. to speak about h
is un

ion
’s

activities at th
e L

abor N
otes C

on
feren

ce in
 D

etroit, M
ich

igan
.

R
om

ero is Secretary G
en

eral of SE
T

A
, th

e public w
ater w

ork-
ers’ un

ion
 in

 E
l Salvador th

at is actively leadin
g a cam

paign
to resist attem

pts to privatize w
ater un

der th
e U

.S. C
en

tral
A

m
erica F

ree T
rade A

greem
en

t (C
A

F
T

A
). R

om
ero h

ad docu-
m

en
tation

 sh
ow

in
g th

at h
e is a 26-year veteran

 w
orker at th

e
public w

ater com
pan

y an
d is th

e curren
t SE

T
A

 Secretary
G

en
eral.  H

ow
ever, th

e C
on

sulate den
ied h

im
 th

e visa w
ith

-
out even

 review
in

g th
e letters of in

vitation
 from

 U
.S. un

ion
s

or th
e oth

er docum
en

ts h
e h

ad prepared. 
C

ISP
E

S, L
abor N

otes, th
e C

om
m

un
ication

s W
orkers of

A
m

erica (C
W

A
) an

d oth
er U

.S. un
ion

s im
m

ediately respon
d-

ed, sen
din

g alerts an
d blastin

g th
e U

.S. C
on

sul G
en

eral in
 E

l
Salvador w

ith
 calls, faxes, an

d letters den
oun

cin
g th

e deci-
sion

 to den
y R

om
ero a visa.  In

itially th
e C

on
sul h

ad rejected
even

 th
e opportun

ity for an
oth

er in
terview

.  B
ut in

 an
 am

az-
in

g tw
ist, th

e E
m

bassy ceded to th
e pressure - citin

g “sign
ifi-

can
t in

terest in
 th

is case” –
 an

d called R
om

ero back in
to th

e
E

m
bassy to review

 h
is case.  F

in
ally, on

 A
pril 3, th

ey gran
ted

R
om

ero a visa, a great victory for in
tern

ation
al solidarity.

R
om

ero w
as th

erefore able to join
 C

ISP
E

S director B
urke

Stan
sbury an

d tw
o oth

er Salvadoran
 un

ion
ists –

 W
ilfredo

B
errios an

d R
en

e G
uillen

 of th
e SU

T
T

E
L

 T
elecom

m
u-

n
ication

s U
n

ion
 –

 at th
e L

abor N
otes con

feren
ce in

 early
M

ay, w
h

ere h
e discussed th

e defen
se of w

orker righ
ts w

ith
un

ion
ists from

 across th
e U

.S. an
d aroun

d th
e w

orld.
R

om
ero an

d th
e oth

er labor leaders sh
ared th

eir experien
ces

of figh
tin

g C
A

F
T

A
 an

d defen
din

g un
ion

 m
em

bers from
 gov-

ern
m

en
t cutbacks an

d th
e th

reat of privatization
.  R

om
ero

also spoke about SE
T

A
’s participation

 in
 th

e larger coalition
to defen

d public m
an

agem
en

t of w
ater for all Salvadoran

s.  
T

h
e reversal of th

is visa decision
 is an

 especially im
portan

t
victory sin

ce th
e U

.S. govern
m

en
t, th

rough
 its C

on
sulate in

E
l Salvador, h

as den
ied visas for education

al tours an
d

exch
an

ges to over 20
 labor an

d com
m

un
ity organ

izers over
th

e past year. H
opefully th

e pressure exerted on
 th

e E
m

bassy
by C

ISP
E

S an
d oth

ers h
as n

ot on
ly h

elped R
om

ero gain
 h

is
visa, but actually set a preceden

t th
at w

ill allow
 m

ore
Salvadoran

 organ
izers to atten

d con
feren

ces, tours, an
d

exch
an

ges in
 th

e U
.S. W

ith
 th

e im
plem

en
tation

 of C
A

F
T

A
an

d th
e attem

pts to privatize rem
ain

in
g public services in

 E
l

Salvador, it is m
ore critical th

an
 ever th

at w
orkers across bor-

ders are able to sh
are experien

ces an
d build com

m
on

 strate-
gies.  F

or m
ore in

form
ation

 check out: 
w

w
w

.cisp
es.org/en

glish/T
ours/in

dex.htm
l . 

Solidarity V
ictory! 

A
ctivists Force U

.S. Em
bassy to G

rant V
isa to Salvadoran Labor Leader

Jennie Swanson

M
assive 

M
ay Day Turnout

Street vendor of “pirated” CD’s carries
sign listing El Salvador’s corrupt 
goverm

ent officials as the real pirates.

C
IS

P
E

S
 W

ish
 L

ist!
* D

igital C
am

era, n
ew

 or u
sed

 *
* L

ap
 T

op
 C

om
p

u
ter *

* F
requ

en
t flyer m

iles *

T
he cam

era an
d com

puter w
ill be put to use in

 our San
 Salvador office, an

d
frequen

t flyers m
ile don

ation
s help us keep our costs dow

n
!

C
on

tact A
licia G

rogan
-B

row
n

 about an
y don

ation
s, in

cludin
g the m

ileage don
a-

tion
 program

 –
 212-465-8

115, or alicia@
cisp

es.org.

Stopping Privatization and R
epression at Forefront of Concerns in Elections

By Patty M
osqueda, O

lym
pia CISPES  
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