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Legislative Right Wing Approves Funding for Installation of the ILEA
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Members of civil society protest against the ILEA when it was approved in the Legislative Assembly at the end of 2005.  Photo from archives.

ARENA, the PCN and the PDC parliamentary groups approved in the plenary session this Thursday, $110,000 to begin the construction of the International Law Enforcement Academy (ILEA).

The ILEA is a school for police officers, prosecutors and judges that the government of the United States decided to establish in El Salvador, after countries such as Costa Rica refused to host it in their countries.

In El Salvador, the presidency and right wing legislators favored the ILEA despite the opposition of the social and political left, and of institution such as the Studies for the Application of the Law (FESPAD), the UCA’s Human Rights Institute (IDHUCA), and the Legal Office of Archdioceses of San Salvador.* 

Those who reject the academy see it as closely related to the School of the Americas, where the US government trained Latin-American dictators that violated human rights during the 70’s and 80’s. 

“We cannot support them coming in to deform the minds of our police, prosecutors and judges,” declared FMLN deputy Salvador Arias in reference to the intentions of the George Bush government to train those who enforce the law in his “war against drugs and terrorism”.

According to the leftist party, the establishment of the ILEA violates national sovereignty, just as the US military base in Comalapa which is in charge of monitoring the trafficking of drugs in the country.
ARENA deputy Julio Gamero rejected the FMLN’s criticism and highlighted that not only the financing for the ILEA was approved, but that also other prevention and reinsertion programs will be offered by the Security and Justice Ministry.

The passing of the financing was not supported by the Democratic Change party or by Juan Pablo Duran, a dissident deputy of the Christian Democratic Party who abstained from voting. 
“They say they don’t have Money to help the poor and that’s why they want more loans, but they do have money to finance the ILEA, a project that is far from national interests,” questioned Salvador Arias, who took the opportunity to reiterate the position of the FMLN on the loans issue. 

The leftist deputy insisted on the need for the government to hand in clear reports on previous loans, “give back what has been stolen,” eliminate tax evasion and propose an indebtedness policy. The loans debate has ARENA and the FMLN working on “information campaigns” for the population.  The leftist party will continue this weekend in more than 100 municipalities, while ARENA meets with some communities that “are being affected” by the refusal of the FMLN to approve more indebtedness. 
(translated by CISPES)

*note: In the following day’s edition of the CoLatino, there was a correction stating that the IDHUCA does not oppose the ILEA.
