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General Background on Mining Threat in Chalatenango:

http://elsalvadorsolidarity.org/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=165&Itemid=77

The organized communities in the Department of Chalatenango, El Salvador, feel that they are facing the most dangerous threat to their way of life since the war.  

Iramon Mountain is a water source for thousands, and a mining target

This threat comes in the form of two Canadian mining Companies, Tribune Resources, and Intrepid Minerals, which are operating through their Salvadoran subsidiaries under licenses issued by the Salvadoran government to explore the area for gold and other precious metals.   If these explorations prove promising, subsequent licenses for “exploitation” would then be issued to these or other companies.

The regions covered by Tribune Resources through its Salvadoran subsidiary Au Marinique S.A. de C.V include three licenses –  Ojo Blanco, Santa Caterina, and Arcatao-- include the municipalities of Chalatenango, San José Las Flores, Nueva Trinidad, San Isidro Labrador, Arcatao, San Antonio de la Cruz, and San José Concaste, for a total of 99.7 square kilometers. A fourth license – Cerro Petencol –  in which Tribune holds a 50% interest granted to the Intrepid Minerals subsidiary Triada S.A. de C.V, includes the municipalities of Chalatenango, San Miguel de Mercedes, Potonico and San José Cancaste.

Community members are convinced that this strip mining utilizing a cyanide extraction process will destroy their reforested land, pollute their water supply, ruin their agriculture and make their communities, uninhabitable. They are prepared to resist what they regard as an illegitimate incursion of international companies, abetted by their own government.   They are also extremely worried about the prospect of violence, which has occurred in communities in neighboring Guatamala and Honduras, in parallel situations.

Organizing against the mining is occurring on a large scale in El Salvador, with ongoing demonstrations and negotiations.  The social and local governmental organizations which represent the involved communities have already made their resistance clear.  But the mining companies continue to press forward in their exploration projects, ignoring issues of community consent. At a June 2006 Aura Silver Resources shareholders’ meeting, a representative from U.S. – El Salvador Sister Cities attempted to communicate the Salvadoran communities’ concerns. Then-CEO Jeffrey Klenda’s response was, “I’m not interested in what they have to say."

At the request of our sistered communities, the U.S. – El Salvador Sister Cities are working with CRIPDES, CCR and MPR-12 to support their organizing and to bring the anti-mining campaign to North America.

For a concise overview of the issue over time, read the Congressional Brief on Mineral Mining in El Salvador, last updated in June 2009. 

Communities Protest Mining Impacts Study, January 10 2007

http://elsalvadorsolidarity.org/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=53&Itemid=65

Chalatenango and Morazan Communities Protest Mining Companies´ Environmental Impacts Study

By Sebastián Darío

San Salvador—Busloads of citizens from mining affected zones of the Chalatenango and Morazan provinces gathered outside the offices of the Salvadoran Minister of the Environment and Natural Resources yesterday to protest the request for environmental permission to mine by the Triada mining company, a subsidiary of Intrepid Mines Limited of Canada.  Carrying sings reading “no to mining, yes to life” community members demanded that the Salvadoran Government not grant exploitation licenses to the company. 

According to the Salvadoran Ministery of the Environment website, two environmental impacts studies were presented by company engineer William McGuinty on the 19th of December, 2006.  These studies are reviewed by that Minister, who according to Salvadoran Mining Law must then either grant or deny environmental permission to begin mining operations.  In Chalatenango the impacts study covers the Cerro Petancol exploration license which includes the municipalities of Potonico, San Miguel de Mercedes and San Antonio Los Ranchos.  In Morazan, the impacts study covers the San Pedro license which includes the municipality of Divisadero. 

Over the holiday, the environmental impact studies where available for public observation and comment during a fifteen day period which closes today, at which time the Minister of the Environment must make a decision as to whether or not to give the Triada company its approval of the impacts study.  This approval is part of the process of obtaining a mining exploitation license from the Salvadoran Minister of the Economy. 

Lorena Martinez, elected president of the Association for the Development of El Salvador, whose national board represents some three hundred communities in the country including affected communities within the Petancol exploration license, spoke at the activity and with Ministry representatives.  She criticized the mining company for submitting the environmental impacts study over the holiday to avoid citizen comments, and for disregarding citizen concerns. 

In December, Salvadoran President Tony Saca appointed Carlos Guerrero, former vice-minister of public works, as the new head of the Minister of the Environment.  Guerrero, a former construction company owner, replaces Hugo Barrera who was moved to another cabinet seat.  According to an article in the December 15th edition of the Salvadoran daily the Prensa Grafica, Guerrero claims he will look for a “balance between the economy and the environment,” a balance Chalatenango residents present at the Ministry of the Environment yesterday hope favors their communities over the Canadian and Austrialian based mining companies who they claim would bring permanent environmental damage, dislocation of their communities, and health problems.

Communities Retake Pacific Rim Mining Properties, April 25, 2007

http://elsalvadorsolidarity.org/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=66&Itemid=65

By Sebastian Darío

Cabañas—More than one thousand people from the departments of Chalatenango, Cabañas, and Cuscaltán, flooded the properties of the Canadian Pacific Rim Mining company yesterday in protest of mining operations in their communities.  From Chalatenango alone truckloads of more than eight hundred people of the Association of Communities for the Development of Chalatenango—CRIPDES-CCR crossed the Lempa river at the 5th of November Hydroelectric dam to meet citizens of Cabañas in Trinidad, Sensuntepeque where the Pacific Rim Mining Company is requesting a mining exploitation license from the Salvadoran Government. 

The communities of Chalatenango, including mayors, religious leaders and senators exchanged experiences of resistance to mining companies, and visited the properties in Cabañas where the mining company is carrying out exploration and infrastructure work.  They denounced the propaganda campaign headed up by representatives of the Pacific Rim company, together with the mayor of Sensuntepeque, and local medical officials. 

Bernardo Belloso of CRIPDES, the Association of more than 300 communities for the Development of El Salvador said “we want to make clear to the authorities that the people of Chalatenango are ready to accompany the struggles of resistance to mining exploration in these communities, and we will continue struggling until we expel these companies from the lands that have been conquered by our sweat and blood.”

CRIPDES reports that the activity was aimed at educating and convincing the population of Northern El Salvador that it is necessary to be “united in order to defend our rights and in this way be able to have an impact on the authorities that should resolve this problem, principally the Government, and our Ministers of the Environment and Economy, as well as local authorities.  Specifically, community leaders in Cabañas denounced the position of the Mayor of Sensuntepeque who they claim has been manipulated by the Pacific Rim Company to convince the population of the supposed benefits of mining. 

Isebel Membreño, President of the CCR spoke saying “this activity demonstrates the strength of our resistance to the mining companies, and we are ready to struggle…if the mining company continues to try and operate here, there is no doubt they will have economic losses, because we will not allow them to operate.”

Participants in the activity read a letter from 26 US Congressmen urging the Salvadoran Government to consider banning metallic mineral mining, based on its potentially negative environmental and economic impacts for Northern El Salvador. 

Community leaders also spoke with 30 private armed security guards employed by the mining company on the site, warning them that the communities will not rest until the mining company leaves, and peacefully dismantled company no-trespassing signs and fences around the property, as well as one small building on the potential mining site. 

CA Countries Protest Canadian Government's Role in Mining - May 21, 2007

http://elsalvadorsolidarity.org/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=74&Itemid=65 

San Salvador--Busloads of people surrounded the Salvador del Mundo monument in front of the Canadian Embassy in San Salvador today to protest the Canadian Government’s role Central American mining, and specifically in the 29 mining projects currently active in El Salvador. The event was the culmination of the Central American Alliance against Metallic Mining conference held last weekend in Cabañas, El Salvador, where the Canadian Pacific Rim company is currently operating.

The majority of the more than one thousand people participating in today’s protest travelled from the communities of the Association of Communities for the Development of Chalatenango (CCR), where the Tribune Resources and Intrepid Resources companies are currently operating under four different mining exploration licenses. According to the National Table on Mining, more than ten percent of the northern portion of El Salvador is under license to mining companies, the majority with headquarters in Canada.

Also present in the activity where participants in last weekend’s conference on mining, including representatives from Honduras, Guatemala, Nicaragua and Costa Rica, as well as from the Salvadoran Departments of Cabañas, San Vicente and San Salvador. During the demonstration, the Central American Alliance against Metallic Mining presented a press release denouncing mining activities to officials of the Canadian Embassy, calling for an end to the “plundering of the resources of our subsoil…by transnational mining companies, with the approval, protection, and participation of government functionaries and financed by the World Bank.”

Protesters demanded accountability and intervention from the Canadian Embassy in the actions of Canadian mining companies, declaring “as organized people we have been using all the mechanisms of struggle we can, political, social, legal and including passive resistance…As an answer from the institutions of the State we have been de-legitimatized, we have been branded criminals, and have suffered brutal repression.” The people and communities in mining regions have even been accused of carrying out terrorist activities for defending their most basic rights.”

The protesters gathered around the statues of Salvador del Mundo and Archbishop Romero which mark the beginning of the Paseo Escalón, the boulevard which cuts through one of San Salvador’s most exclusive neighbourhoods and the location of the Canadian Embassy. Carrying signs saying “No to mining, yes to life” the masses blocked the boulevard and applauded local musicians and folk dancers who entertained the crowds and passers-by.

David Pereira of the Association for Social and Economic Development of Cabañas warned that mining activity in the northern part of the country would cause contamination of the Lempa, Sumpul, Torola and Goascorán rivers, amongst others, all important water resources for the countries´ more than 6 million inhabitants. The National Table on Mining cites evidence that to extract one ounce of gold from a mine, miners must move twenty tons of rock and earth and then process these raw materials with toxic substances to separate the trace amounts of gold from the enormous amounts of rock waste. 

Public Statement Against Mining from Chalatenango, June 5 2008

http://elsalvadorsolidarity.org/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=166&Itemid=65

PUBLIC STATEMENT AGAINST THE PROJECTS THAT THREATEN HUMAN LIFE AND OUR ENVIRONMENT

The Association of Communities for the Development of Chalatenango, CCR, and the below signed institutions, manifest our rejection and total opposition to the projects of mineral exploitation and all projects that put our lives and our natural resources in danger. 

The projects of the transnational corporations only benefit the companies and in exchange contaminate the natural resources (the water, the soil, deforestation) of the communities.  These projects also undermine social organization and customs through deception. The communities and institutions committed to life, express our concern that in recent months the mining companies in alliance with the political parties of the right, ARENA, PCN, and PDC, have promoted a proposed law that seeks to legalize mining exploration and exploitation in El Salvador. 

The above mentioned political parties have not consulted with the affected communities and have not taken into consideration the pronouncement of the Episcopal Conference of El Salvador titled CUIDEMOS LA CASA DE TODOS (CARING FOR THE HOUSE OF ALL), where they clearly established their position which is that mining will “…endanger human lives, although there may be some economic gain, the mining of precious metals should not be allowed in El Salvador. No material advantage can be compared with the value of human life.” Another example are the results of the latest study conducted by the Public Opinion Institute of the University of Central America, where 62.8% of the population polled expressed opposition/rejection of mining exploration in El Salvador and 67.6% of the population had no interest in working in mining. 

We are concerned at the irresponsible way the political parties of the right in alliance with the giant transnational corporations seek to make El Salvador a desert in the not too distant future, without caring about the lives of Salvadorans.

Conscious of all the harm that mining brings, we call on the different national and international institutions to contribute in good will, so that in a responsible and humane manner we can reflect that human life does not have a price, that we can live without gold but not without water.

We believe that these projects contradict “the project for the development of the northern zone”, implemented through the Millennium Challenge Funds and the government of ARENA. This project does not improve the living conditions of the poorest families in the northern zone. 

Therefore, the organized communities declare:

   1. That the organized communities in the CCR will continue our struggle of organized resistance for the defense of human life.

   2. That it is urgent we open a national debate that includes all the institutions, communities, and individuals affected by the implementation of mining projects in El Salvador

   3. That it is necessary to jointly develop, as universities, human rights organizations, environmental organizations, and communities, a study of the environmental impact of mining in El Salvador, which is honest and not tainted or altered by the political and economic interests of giant transnational corporations.

   4.  If the proposed mining law, which we oppose, is approved, we will resist the construction of the Northern Highway.

Finally, we want to ratify our historic commitment as communities to the struggle for social justice and for a dignified life in equality, where true democracy exists, and where all are heard. 

Update + Deceptive Tactics from Mining Companies (report from Chalate), August 2008

http://elsalvadorsolidarity.org/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=179&Itemid=65

This update covers recent mining events in El Salvador, including analysis of Pacific Rim’s suspension of operations, continued education and resistance efforts in the communities, and examples of some of the deceptive tactics used by mining companies.

Image 

Pacific Rim Suspends Operations in El Salvador

Recently, Pacific Rim, a large Canadian mining company pursuing exploration licenses in the El Salvador department of Cabañas, announced that it would suspend its El Salvador operations. Press announcements from Pacific Rim cited a lack of government cooperation and political will for the trouble the company has faced in pursuing exploration. In reality, strong and organized local opposition has made it difficult for Pacific Rim to operate in the area.

It is widely believed that government decisions on mining are on-hold in the lead-up to the elections in 2009. Because mining is so widely unpopular, the ARENA government fears electoral losses as a result of granting additional exploration and exploitation licenses to foreign owned companies.

While any news of this sort is encouraging, Pacific Rim's public statements and press releases appear to be both thinly veiled threats to bring the issue to international courts and an effort to pressure the Salvadoran government to allow Pacific Rim to operate in El Salvador despite strong popular opposition.

Continued Education and Resistance from the CCR and the Departmental Mining Table

In addition to articulating their position in the "Public Statement Against the Projects that Threaten Human Life and Our Environment", the Association of Communities for the Development of Chalatenango (CCR) and the Departmental Mining Table from Chalatenango have been busy planning additional activities as part of their resistance. Billboards stating the communities' opposition to mining will be erected throughout Chalatenango. Also, meetings with land owners are being held to dissuade them from selling to mining companies. As always, the CCR maintains a constant campaign to inform the communities of the disastrous impacts of mining.

Offers of Scholarship and Development

In the department of Chaatenango, scholarships funded by the mining company are being offered through the Monseñor Oscar Arnulfo Romero University. They are being offered to students from communities not located near any of the proposed mining sites. It appears then, that one strategy being used is to approach poor communities not directly affected by mining and offering "development projects" in order to deceive the communities into supporting the projects.

Propaganda Campaigns

Mining companies have been supporting a campaign to publicize "green mining" and the support of mining by leftist governments in Cuba and Venezuela. Both are efforts to deceive the public about the reality of mining in El Salvador. "Green mining", a supposedly environmentally and developmentally friendly mining process, does not exist. All mining will contaminate water and soil in El Salvador, as well as drying up water sources. Referencing mining projects in Cuba and Venezuela as a justification for mining in El Salvador is ridiculous, as the countries vary greatly in territorial size, population density, and the amount of mining profits that will stay in the country.

Pro-Mining Bureau

A group known as the Pro-Mining Bureau gathered outside the cathedral in San Salvador for several consecutive Sundays. The group supposedly consisted of individuals from Cabañas, another department where there has been lots of mining-related activity and called upon the Archbishop to change his position from against the mining projects to being in favor of mining in El Salvador. On a Sunday in June, communities from Cabañas showed up to counter-demonstrate. They pulled out their DUIs (state issued IDs) with their registered addresses in Cabañas and asked to see the DUIs of those from the Pro-Mining Bureau. Those gathered from the Pro-Mining Bureau promptly packed up and left and have not demonstrated outside of the Cathedral since. Those from the Pro-Mining Bureau that were supposedly from Cabañas are believed to be from a San Salvador suburb and to have been paid to participate in the Sunday demonstrations. 

Education against mining in Chalate, Oct. 2008

http://elsalvadorsolidarity.org/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=188&Itemid=65

Education in Chalatenango

When the first representatives of the mining companies arrived in Chalatenango, the communities urgently began to educate themselves about this new threat. Those educational efforts began three years ago and have continued uninterrupted ever since. Early experiences included community leaders visiting communities affected by mining in neighboring Guatemala. They came back and shared what they leaned about the disastrous effects on the environment and health and violence perpetrated against the local population. They sought out technical information about the mining process and the consequences specific to El Salvador. They organized workshops and multiplied the information through presentations throughout the region.

The threat of mining and the consequences is a theme touched upon in community assemblies, in workshops and meetings, it is the focus of popular theater presentations, it is talked about and analyzed on the street, at mass, and on the radio. Rosa Dubón of the community radio station Radio Sumpul explains, "We used to talk a lot about the consequences of mining. But now that we know the consequences, we don't need to discuss it as much." Instead there is more of a focus on maintaining a campaign of information and analysis, so that no one is deceived by the mining companies' propaganda and offers of "development".

Education is among the most important tools the communities have in resisting the threat posed by mining, providing information and resources about the true consequences of mining before the mining companies were able to arrive with their lies and deceptive and divisive tactics. Through education campaigns, the communities were able to organize and unite against this threat.

Canadian Haven for Mining Investment

Education is equally important in the US and Canada, where most of the world's mining companies are based.  Eighty percent of global mining financing is done through the Toronto Stock Exchange (TSX), and 60% of the world's mining companies are registered in Canada[1].  This is because for decades, Canadian law that regulates mining companies and that regulates investment in mining has created a "haven" for mining companies analogous to Switzerland or Bermuda as a haven for off-shore banks.   

For example, Canadian investment law allows companies to sell shares based on "mineral reserves" (mineral still in the ground, which a company does not necessarily have legal access to nor the means to extract)[2].   Companies like Pacific Rim raise the money they spend on overseas exploration through the sale of stock - some of it representing gold they don't yet have access to extract, but that investors are willing to gamble on and that Canadian law allows them to do.  This money is spent not just on geologic and mineral testing, but on what companies call "gaining social license" - actions which, in communities that oppose mining for very good reasons, take the form of bribery, manipulation, and propaganda.

Mining Company Strategies

The strategies mining companies take to gain "social license" are far from incidental.  Mining companies carefully study opposition to their projects, and hire consultants who orchestrate strategies to stop, discredit, or co-opt it.  These consultants detail, for example, how companies can create a "Community Advisory Panel" to validate their interests:  "Find three to four people from the community who want to work with you to make you successful. Use that core of members to draft the terms of agreement and to recruit the members."[3] Consultants also advise mining companies to offer corporate sponsorships for NGOs and community organizations: "Identify key opposition groups and the individuals within them who are likely to be more supportive/less opposed to [the company],"[4] they advise.

One of the main strategies that the mining lobby has taken in El Salvador is to promote "innovative new green mining".  "Green" is a hard word for the Salvadoran communities to believe when the mining in question involves the elimination of agricultural land, the extraction of gold from ore with cyanide, the demolition of Chalatenango's mountains, and the contamination of the fresh water sources they contain.

Despite these efforts by the company, the people of northern El Salvador are not being fooled.  As we educate ourselves and organize North and South, the message painted on banners and murals in Chalatenango and Cabanas is clear:  "No a la minería, sí a la vida : Life, not Mining."

[1] The Dominion, Issue #55, 2008, page 21. www.dominionpaper.ca.

[2] The Dominion, Issue #55, 2008, page 21. www.dominionpaper.ca.

[3] Geoff Evans, James Goodman and Nina Lansbury (editors), Moving Mountains: Communities Confront Mining and Globalisation, Contemporary Otford Press/Mineral Policy Institute (MPI), Sydney 2001.

[4] Geoff Evans, James Goodman and Nina Lansbury (editors), Moving Mountains: Communities Confront Mining and Globalisation, Contemporary Otford Press/Mineral Policy Institute (MPI), Sydney 2001. 

Update from Chalate Nov. 2008

http://elsalvadorsolidarity.org/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=189&Itemid=65

Pacific Rim Out of El Salvador!  Campaign Kicks off November 12

La Virgen de Resistencia

In San José Las Flores, keeping mining companies off their land is about more than protecting it from pollution and unwelcome incursions by transnational mining companies. It is a struggle to keep sacred land sacred.

On September 13, the community commemorated the 24th anniversary of the massacre of more than sixty civilians in the hills on the edge of town. No mercy was shown by the military. The majority of victims were women and children.

With the signing of the Peace Accords, some of the land at the massacre site was included in the land transfer process. The rest of the land at the site was purchased by the community with the help of funds donated by international solidarity.

Twenty-four years later this land that is "bathed in blood" has been converted into a place of life. Much of it has been reforested and it is used as a grazing field for cows and horses. However, international mining companies threaten to make it a place of destruction once again. In response to this threat, the community erected a statue of the Virgen de Resistencia (Virgin of Resistance) making the statement that this land is sacred and showing their commitment to protect it against mineral exploitation.

Current Resistance to Mining

While the company Pacific Rim has reported suspending activities in El Salvador (see the Gold Mining Analysis and Resistance Series #1 ), it is clear that mining companies are still active in El Salvador.  To confront the continued threat of mining, the National Roundtable against Mining inaugurated its Pacific Rim Out of El Salvador Campaign on November 12th.  The campaign will include radio ads about the effects of mining, collecting signatures for a letter to be presented to the Salvadoran Government rejecting mining in El Salvador, the presentation of a study done about the effects of mining on the Lempa River, and a number of forums and presentations on the topic.  
On a local level the Association of Communities for the Development of Chalatenango (CCR) continues doing education about the effects of mining in the communities in Chalatenango. They are currently distributing fliers denouncing "green mining" and videos about the effects of mining in Honduras.  They are also putting up billboards in different parts of the region with messages like "Mining is not compatible with the environment.   There is no such thing as green mining.  All mining contaminates [the environment]."  So far two such billboards have been erected, and there are plans for at least three more.

Municipal governments in Chalatenango are also voicing their opposition to mining.  The Municipality of Nueva Trinidad has made the first point on its municipal governing plan to reject mining.  The municipality of San Antonio Los Ranchos has passed a municipal ordinance banning mineral exploitation in the municipality.  The CCR is also supporting other municipalities in passing similar ordinances.   

In North America

In North America this month, be sure not to miss The Dominion Newspaper, whose special November 2008 issue was an in-depth analysis of the Canadian mining industry, in Canada and around the world.  The Dominion's website featured one mining analysis article per day for the 30 days of November, and all are archived on the website as well:  www.dominionpaper.ca. 

Pacific Rim Threatens to Sue Under CAFTA: December 2008

http://elsalvadorsolidarity.org/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=195&Itemid=65

By Sebastian Dario

Last week the Canadian company Pacific Rim Mining Corp escalated their tactics for putting pressure on the Salvadoran government to administer exploitation permits for open-pit cyanide gold mining in El Salvador by filing a Notice of Intent (NOI) against the Salvadoran government under the Central American-Dominican Republic-United States Free Trade Agreement (DR-CAFTA).  The NOI was filed on December 9th, 2008.  According to Pacific Rim, they have developed assets of over $77 million in El Salvador by exploring, discovering, and delineating gold deposits.  Also according to the company, the Salvadoran government has breached international and Salvadoran law by not issuing exploitation permits, which, Pacific Rim says, “has resulted in loss to the Company, its employees, and the local communities.” 

By filing a Notice of Intent, Pacific Rim is not actually filing arbitration against the Salvadoran government in the CAFTA tribunals.  According to CAFTA procedure, before an actual suit and be filed, there is a 90 day period where a company files the NOI, supposedly with the hopes that an acceptable agreement can be reached between the company and the government before the proceedings go to trial.  By filing the NOI on December 9th, Pacific Rim has timed the expiration of the 90 days mandated in the NOI to land just six days before the Salvadoran Presidential elections, which are scheduled for March 15th. 

Pacific Rim is working hard to convince its stockholders that El Salvador is ripe for mining and that the Salvadoran people want mining in their country.  In a conference call held on December 9th, between the Pacific Rim CEO Tom Shrake, their legal representation Timothy McCrum of Crowell & Moring, and various stock holders in the company, Tom Shrake said that majority of Salvadorans support mining and that:

“The idea that this type of mining is catastrophic to the environment is pure fiction invented by politically-minded international NGO’s who hide behind environmental protection in their anti-development activities. These organizations want to deny the extremely poor people of Cabañas the economic prosperity these same NGO’s enjoy themselves. They want to scare the good people of El Salvador into believing that gold mining will destroy the environment for ages. That’s simply preposterous.”

When asked later what the major objective of organizations promoting mining resistance was Shrake responded, “I mean that question, that fundamental question is one that has gnawed at me for the entire time I’ve spent my career in the mining business. What is it that they hope to achieve? I mean do we go back to hunters and gatherers. I mean do we want no metal? Do we want no oil? I just, I don’t understand it.”

However, the organizations and communities involved in the anti-mining struggle in El Salvador are clear:  mining would have dire environmental and social impacts on communities.  In a public statement made on June 5th, 2008 by the Association of Communities for the Development of El Salvador (CCR), nine mayors from Chalatenango, CORDES, Caritas, and PROVIDA, the signatories stated: “Human life does not have a price.  We can live without gold but not without water.”

The National Table against Mineral Mining, where both CRIPDES and the CCR have representation along with other social movement organizations and NGOs concerned about mining, issued a statement saying “We reject Pacific Rim’s claims. Giving over [exploitation] permission would be a death sentence from the country and the arbitration can’t be accepted because it is the mining company that should be sued.”  They call the suit blackmail and cite the social conflicts incited by mining companies in Cabañas, the drying up of water sources, the invasion of private property, and the corruption of public officials as grounds for a case against Pacific Rim. 

Organized communities and the social movement aren’t the only ones expressing their concern about mining and the Pacific Rim NOI. In an interview with the Diario CoLatino on December 15th, the Archbishop of San Salvador, Fernando Sáenz Lacalle, said “We hope that no Free Trade Agreement will oblige a country to harm its environment or damage the health of its citizens to facilitate big earnings of a multinational [corporation], that takes 97% percent of the juicy earnings and leaves us100% of the cyanide.”
It is obvious, that by filing the NOI, Pacific Rim is using fear tactics try to force exploitation concessions.  There are serious doubts as to whether or not Pacific Rim actually intends to continue with arbitration after the 90 day NOI period expires, due to weakness in their case, lack of applicability of CAFTA, and a lack of precedent.  However, whether or not they intend to take it all they way to arbitration, they are fully expected to try to manipulate the case as much as possible to create fear in the Salvadoran population and put  pressure on the government.  

Gold Mining Analysis and Resistance Series #4, February 2009 

http://elsalvadorsolidarity.org/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=209&Itemid=65 
  

Public Statements against Mineral Mining in El Salvador

U.S.-El Salvador Sister Cities

As the time allowed by the Notice of Intent (NOI) for arbitration filed by the Canadian mining company Pacific Rim Corp. against the Salvadoran government continues to wind down, public statements opposing mineral extraction have increased.  It is still unclear what will happen once the NOI expires on March 9th.  However, it has become very clear that both Salvadoran citizens and officials alike are certain that mining would bring environmental and social problems to the small country. 

New Archbishop States his Opposition to Mining

On February 14th the recently appointed Archbishop of San Salvador, José Luis Escobar Alas, publicly stated his opposition to mineral mining in El Salvador, during the first homily after assuming his new role.

He stated:  "In the most respectful manner possible, I would like to make a vehement call to the current government of our republic, and the next government that will take power on the first of June, which ever party it is, I call on them to not allow the exploitation of precious metals and silver in our country."

Monseñor Escobar Alas is following in the footsteps of his predecessor Fernando Sáenz Lacalle by stating his opposition to mineral exploitation and by positioning the church on the side of the people affected by mining instead of on the side of the mining companies.  During the homily he invited "everyone to be conscious of the urgent need to help our poorest brothers, in an effective and affective way, because they are our brothers."

The Monseñor's statements were received by approval and applause, not only by the attendants of the homily, but by the people in communities organizing against mineral exploitation.

For more information:

Monseñor Alas: "minería es sumamente contaminante"

Monseñor Escobar Alas se compromete a ser un pastor cercano al pueblo

Asume nuevo arzobispo de San Salvador, quien rechaza la minería 

President Saca Says he Prefers Arbitration to Exploitation

The President of the Republic of El Salvador, Antonio Elias Saca, announced that he would rather "pay the millions [of dollars] than allow mining," according to an article published in La Prensa Grafica on February 26th.  He also stated that according to legal council he has received, El Salvador is under no legal obligation to issue exploitation permits, even though exploration permits were given, and that he is confident El Salvador would win in arbitration, if the case proceeds.

These seemingly significant statements were made by a president who has less than four months in office, while Rodrigo Avila, the presidential candidate from President Saca's ARENA party, has yet to make any public statements regarding mining.  By publicly opposing mining with out taking any action, like an executive decree banning mineral exploitation, President Saca is playing on the general public's opposition to mining, without committing his political party or their candidate to action after June.  The president of the Association of Communities for the Development of Chalatenango (CCR) Blanca Miraima Ayala says, "We don't believe President Saca. This is pure politics."  Furthermore, according to statements made by Thomas Shrake, Pacific Rim CEO, in December 2008 President Saca promised exploitation permits after the March 15th elections.  

For more information:

No a la minería: Saca cierra puertas a explotación de metales

Saca: El Salvador puede ganar demanda contra minera

El presidente Saca ¿rechaza la minería?

Thousands of Salvadorans Reject Mining

On February 19th, hundreds of Salvadorans joined the caravan organized by the National Table against Mineral Mining to show their opposition to mineral mining in El Salvador. The purpose of the event was to turn in to the Executive Branch of the government 10,000 letters signed by citizens all across the country stating their opposition to precious mineral mining in El Salvador. 

The caravan was met by barbed wire and riot police on the way to the Presidential House and was not able to reach their destination.  However, a representative of President Saca did come to talk with members from Table.   

The National Mining Table has commended Maurcio Funes for his statement of commitment to not allow mineral exploitation, in the case he is elected president in the March 15th elections, and also calls the ARENA presidential candidate, Rodrigo Avila, to make a similar commitment.   They continue to collect letters and the next batch will be turned into the new president, immediately after he takes power in June. 

For more information:

Organizaciones sociales exigen del gobierno pronunciarse contra la minería

National Mining Table Against Metallic Mining 
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